
The Architects? No, 
this is not about a new 

generation of political 
strategists following in the 
footsteps of Karl Rove.

But that doesn’t mean some 
heavy-duty strategizing hasn’t 
gone on behind the scenes on 

On April Fool’s Day of 
2003, the Milwaukie City 

Council approved a resolution 
to build a light rail line from 
Portland to 
the south end 
of downtown. 
A five-story 
600-vehicle 
parking 
structure was 
to be built at 
the site of the former Southgate 
theater. (The property is 
now a park-and-ride lot.)
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The ArchiTecTs

Columbia River Crossing 
Contractor Lawyers-Up on 
Public Funds Accountability

Urban Renewal is a 
Runaway Train

By Mark Ellis 

By Les Poole 

November’s 
Golden 
Flower

Emmert International Wins 2011 Moving 
Job of the Year Award

By Helen Maguire 

the controversial Columbia 
River Crossing (CRC) project, 
and the implications thus far 
do not bode well for Oregon 
and Washington taxpayers.

The CRC would replace the 
aging Interstate Bridge which 
crosses the Columbia, but 

In the 
spring of 2003, local property 
owners and neighborhood 

November’s flower is 
the Chrysanthemum, 

named from the Greek 
prefix “chrys” meaning 
golden (its original 
color) and “-anthemion,” 
meaning flower.

With a history that dates 
back to 15th century B.C., 
chrysanthemum mythology 
is filled with symbolism. 
A symbol of the sun, the 
Japanese consider the 
orderly unfolding of the 
chrysanthemum’s petals to 
represent perfection and 
they hold a “Festival of 
Happiness” to celebrate 
this flower each year.

The Chrysanthemum 
was brought to Japan by 
Buddhist monks in AD 
400. Japanese emperors so 
loved the flower that they 
sat upon Chrysanthemum 
thrones. Chrysanthemums 
were featured on the 
Imperial Crest of Japan.

Years of skillful cultivation 
have produced a full range of 
colors, from white to purple 
to red; and its flowers bloom 
in various forms—daisy-
like, pompons or buttons.

Not specific to any season, 
Chrysanthemums can be 
grown in any kind of soil, but 
they require sunny weather 
for best performance.

Chrysanthemums convey 
many symbolic meanings—
fidelity, optimism, joy 
and long life and are 
associated with the 13th 
wedding anniversary. n

By Helen Maguire 

USMC Day

Our granddaughter 
Shannon Maguire Barnes 

is the proud wife of USMC 
Major Don Barnes. She and 
Don always look forward 

to November 10th—USMC 
Day—the birthday of the 
United States Marine Corps. 
(Major Barnes is currently 
serving his third tour of duty 
in the Middle East. His wife, 
son Liam, and daughter Averie 
pray for his safe return.)

During the American 

Revolution, a committee of 
the Continental Congress 
drafted a resolution calling 
for two battalions of Marines 
able to fight for independence 
at sea and on shore. The 
resolution was approved on 
November 10, 1775, officially 

Founders of the Founders Series…
The Revolution 
Comes of Age

By Warren Kitchen 

This series merely 
scratches the surface 

of the accumulated wealth 
of our founders’ wisdom.

The history of our Christian 
heritage is profound and has 
given us our liberties and 
prosperity. It was apparent to 
the religious leaders of their 

Emmert International 
was contracted by a 

nuclear power generating 
company to transport four 
replacement steam generators 
(RSGs) from the Port of 
Long Beach, California to 

 Historic 
Railroad Trestle  
at Kellog Lake

 Portland-
Milwaukie Light 
Rail Simulation

Al Koenig (left), Midwest Specialized 
Transportation, Inc, Government 
Affairs and Terry Emmert (right) of 
Emmert International

Not Forgotten

By Mark Ellis 

It has been 60 years this 
Veteran’s Day since my father 

got notice of my birth by way 
of a Western Union telegram 

delivered to the front line on a 
ridge of frozen hills in Korea. 
He’d been drafted and sent to 
fight shortly after the People’s 
Republic of China entered the 
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Yellowstone National Park
A Junior Ranger Perspective of the Year's Harvest
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Wishing You And Your Family A 
Wonderful Thanksgiving...

JoLinn Kampstra
Publisher/Editor

Helen Maguire
Copy Editor

Tina Husak | Gary Randall
Graphic Designers

JoLinn Kampstra
from the Publisher

The Northwest Connection and 
Staff would like to thank all of our 
readers, columnists, and advertisers 
for their continued support.

Our mission at The Northwest Connection is to provide an educational, informative community 

newspaper that promotes free market principles. We support and honor the Constitution and 

our founding fathers. Our goal is to stimulate the local economy by promoting area businesses 

and to encourage citizen involvement, which, in turn, will build stronger communities.

Urban Renewal…
continued from pg. 1

Oh come, let us sing to 

the Lord! Let us shout 

joyfully to the Rock of 

our salvation. Let us come 

before His presence with 

Thanksgiving; Let us shout 

joyfully to Him with 

psalms. Psalm 95: 1–2

leaders including Carlotta 
Collette made a last minute 
attempt to dump the problem 
elsewhere. The “elsewhere” 
in their minds was on the 
south side of Kellogg Lake, 

a safe distance away.

In October of 2005, Dena 
Swanson contacted the 
city about why the land 
she donated for a park was 
being considered for use as 
a five-story transportation 
hub. Against all logic 
the group continued to 

promote the Kellogg Lake 
site, with full support from 
METRO, TriMet, and Mayor 
Bernard. The city was torn 
apart, and still is today.

Dena’s appearance put an end 
to the attack on the riparian 



The Northwest Connection
3

November 2011

Public Forum

Administration, Sales & Marketing Staff: Peggy Hatfield | Brian Herigstad | Dale Seale

Contributing Writers: Mark Anderson | Roger Bothwell | Steve Buckstein | Robert Canfield | John A. Charles Jr. | Bill Ehmann | Mark Ellis | Mel Hedgpeth 
Kathryn Hickok | Eric R. Hofeld, CPA | Jim Kight | Warren Kitchen | Victoria Larson, N.D. | Delia Lopez | Helen Maguire | Christina Martin | Brian F. Mayer | James G. Needham 

Carla Pletka | Les Poole | Christopher Robinson | Roxanne Ross | Jordan S. Rubin | Janet Schoenheit | Rita Stratton | Connie Warnock | William Wehr | John Wilson

Cover Mast Photo Credit: Dennis Noreen

The Northwest Connection Enterprizes, Inc. is a monthly published community newspaper. We welcome letters to the editor and public opinion articles. All submissions must be typed and 
signed with full name, address and phone number. Articles will be published on a space available basis. We do not necessarily endorse any advertiser, public opinions and or columnists.

continued on pg.10

While protesters around 
the country are 

exercising their right to free 
speech, Clackamas County 
Commissioner Charlotte 
Lehan is not allowing that 
same freedom to be expressed 
during Board meetings. In 
these difficult times, the 
majority is rising from its 
silence, demanding straight 
answers to simple questions.

Expect an Answer

By Les Poole 
Milwaukie, OR

New voices are being heard 
at the county meetings, 
and one of them belongs to 
Richard Langdon, a successful 
businessman who regularly 
attends meetings with me.

Langdon has befuddled 
us all by asking questions 
and waiting quietly at the 
microphone for an answer. 
Unaccustomed to his style, 
Chair Lehan has tried to 
cut short the 3 minutes 
that he is allowed, but 
he is not intimidated.

Langdon and others are 
questioning the introduction 
of new rules for meeting 
conduct at this critical time. 
The draft publication contains 
plenty of good advice on how 

to prepare and participate in 
meetings. It also includes an 
indefensible position that the 
staff and commissioners will 
not answer legitimate 
questions from the audience.

Langdon asks, “What’s more 
important than responding to 
the concerns and questions 
from citizens on a weekly 
basis?” “Issues such as the 
$186 million increase in 

County debt, and the attempt 
to circumvent Measure 3-386 
should be questioned.”

Langdon and I have 
encouraged the commissioners 
to change the times of the 
weekly meeting so that more 
citizens can attend. Weekly 
Board meetings are held 
on Thursdays at 10am on 
the 4th floor of the County 
Administration Building, 

located in Oregon City at 
the corner of Beavercreek 
and Kaen Road. Business 
Meetings can be viewed 
online at bcc-clackamas.

10am is not convenient for 
most of us, but as Langdon 
said, “It is our right and 
our responsibility to attend, 
to ask questions, and 
expect an answer.” n

Langdon asks, “What’s more important than 
responding to the concerns and questions 
from citizens on a weekly basis?” “Issues 
such as the $186 million increase in 
County debt, and the attempt to circumvent 
Measure 3-386 should be questioned.”

Richard Langdon

Our Clackamas County 
commissioners 

individually have stated in 
past public hearings that they 
(Bernard, Lehan, Lininger, 
Damon, and Savas) believe 
in the people’s right to 
vote, but all of them except 
Savas have shown that they 
only believe that when it 
suits their purposes.

At the Board of County 
Commissioners’ (BCC) July 
7th, 2011 public hearing, 13 
citizens all testified to make 
the same request, that the 
commissioners “place the 
construction and funding 
of Clackamas County’s 

County Commissioners Reject Your Right To Vote
By Janet Schoenheit portion of the Portland-

Milwaukie light-rail project 
to a vote of the people.”

The citizens voted down the 
funding of light-rail in 1996 
and 1998. Commissioner 
Bernard has commented that 
the citizens voted down those 
measures for funding of the 
Portland-Milwaukie light-rail 
line, but that that did not mean 
that they had voted against the 
construction of light-rail. When 
light-rail funding was voted 
down, then-Milwaukie Mayor 
Bernard stated that the people 
would have voted differently if 
they had been better educated 
on light-rail. This is why 
citizens said that they asked for 
a vote on the “construction” 

of light-rail, as well as 
the funding of it. Perhaps 
Commissioner Bernard 
would then understand.

Commissioner Savas said 
that since a large number of 
citizens had made the request, 
he was making the motion 
to discuss putting light-rail 
construction on the ballot. The 
room was silent because the 
other commissioners would 
not second his motion. The 
citizens called out for another 
commissioner to second it. 
The other commissioners 
quickly dismissed the request 
and Commissioner Damon 
said “she was new to the 
commission and did not 
know enough to know if she 

should second the motion,” 
which caused citizens 
present to become angry 
and say “shame on you.”

At the July 28th BCC hearing, 
testimony was given that 

Commissioner Damon had 
served on a Clackamas County 
Citizens’ Advisory Council 
to study light-rail for over a 
year and had also been paid to 
promote light-rail to citizens’ 
groups, and was therefore not 
as ignorant as she had stated. 
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You Be the Councilor

We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men 

are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Happiness. 
That to secure these rights, 
Governments are instituted 
among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the 
governed, That whenever any 
Form of Government becomes 
destructive of these ends, it is 
the Right of the People to alter 
or to abolish it… —Preamble 
to the Constitution of the 
United States of America.

To begin, I must state the 
opinions I express herein are 
not necessarily those of the 
City of Molalla, or the Molalla 
City Council. The following 
events illustrate a disturbing 
trend in government; primarily 
local but including Clackamas 
County efforts to circumvent 

By James G. Needham, 
Member of Molalla City Council

Are you looking for a local TEA Party? Please join us!  
For the next Clackamas County Chapter meeting

Our featured Guest will be Sam Carpenter, author and speaker from Work the System. He will provide us 
timely tools to enhance our effectiveness and productivity. Richard Burke, founder of Western Prosperity 
Network will also be speaking. Please bring a friend and celebrate liberty! Refreshments will be provided.

6:30pm–8:00pm, November 11, 2011, Clackamas Sheriff's Public Safety Training Center
12700 SE 82nd Ave, Clackamas, OR 97015

www.afpclackamas.com

Americans for Prosperity-Oregon is a statewide organization committed to 
educating citizens about economic policy and then training, motivating and 
mobilizing them to work for limited government and economic and personal 
freedom at the federal, state and local level.

the will of the people with 
Urban Renewal Districts or 
Vehicle Registration Fees, and 
extending all the way to the 
hallowed halls of Congress, 
in Washington, D.C..

The local customer-owned 
telephone company in 
Molalla wished to expand 
and modernize facilities. 
Two of three structures were 
moved in July. Although 
problems were encountered, 
the moving company made 
good on damages and city 
staff did not see fit to notify 
city council of any problems 
or concerns. The moving 
contractor and building owner 
continued with preparations 
for moving the third building 
September 25, 2011.

At a “Special” Council 
Meeting, four days prior to 
the September 25th building 
move I was compelled to 
STRENUOUSLY object to 
the procedures and motivation 
involved in city staff and 
council management of a 
new ordinance which was 
clearly retaliatory in nature 
and designed to make it 
more difficult for business 
and private property to be 
managed in the City of 
Molalla. The following are 

my reasons for these charges:

City staff made a unilateral 
decision to use taxpayer funds 
to produce an ordinance to 
regulate and charge additional 
fees to the building movers 
and/or building owners.

Unbeknownst to general 
Molalla City Council 
members, the decision was 
made to conduct a “Special” 
Council Meeting the 
same night as a scheduled 
Council Worksession.

Council was not notified of 
any issues involved in the 
1st building moves until 
September 19, 2011, two 
days before the “Special” 
Meeting on the 21st.

The unprofessional and 
casual conduct of the 
meeting demonstrated public 
involvement at this public 
meeting was not expected.

After a vote was cast 4–3 in 
favor of the First Reading 
of Ordinance 2011-06—A 
Building Moving Ordinance, 
the Mayor departed, as time 
constraints prevented him from 
attending both the “Special 
Meeting” and the Worksession.

The following week, 
September 28, 2011, city 
staff unilaterally decided 
to remove Section 2 of 
Ordinance 2011-06 which 

stated: “Inasmuch as the City 
does not currently have a set 
of regulations addressing 
the movement of vacant 
buildings over its rights-of-
way and that activity has 
occurred in the recent past 
and is likely to occur again 
with increasing frequency, 
which unregulated activity 
presents in the Council’s 
opinion, a threat to the public’s 
health safety and welfare, 
an emergency is hereby 
declared and this ordinance 
shall be and is effective as 
of the date of its passage.”

Upon inquiry regarding the 
removal, it was explained 
that “the move had already 
been made so it wasn’t 
necessary.” That was when 
it became eminently clear 
that the sole purpose of the 
ordinance was retaliation 
against the moving company, 
and would do nothing but 
require substantial additional 
fees and time for meeting 
all the new requirements!

Upon staff advice, council 
then proceeded to vote on 
the revised ordinance. I was 
compelled to call a ‘point of 
order’ to insist upon a legal 
opinion regarding legitimacy 
of arbitrarily dismissing an 
ordinance which had already 
been approved for its First 
Reading! Legal Staff indicated 

the ordinance must be tabled 
indefinitely in order to vote 
on a revised Ordinance.

 My questions to the reader 
are, if you were a member of 
the Molalla City Council:

Would you consider it 
government by “consent 
of the governed” to have 
ordinances, regulations and 
fees which originated from 
non-elected staff rather than 
elected representatives?

Would you consider it “consent 
of the governed” to have 
staff unilaterally incurring 
legal and other costs for 
the taxpayer, on behalf of 
council, without knowledge 
or consent of council?

Would you consider it “consent 
of the governed” to have 
staff arbitrarily deciding 
to throw out an ordinance 
which had already been voted 
and passed by council?

Would you consider it 
“consent of the governed” 
to have council ratify the 
preceding without question?

Would you like to participate 
in an online vote for public 
issues the Molalla City 
Council will vote on (not 
an official City of Molalla 
survey)? If so, please go to 
http://www.surveymonkey.
com/s/DR7B6YD. n

When Jackson County, 
Oregon faced millions 

of dollars in budget shortfalls 
in 2006, the county eliminated 
funding for public libraries 
and closed them. Shortly 

The Battle of the Book Worms: Who 
Should Pay for “Free” Public Libraries?
By Christopher Robinson, 
John A. Charles Jr., and 
Kathryn Hickok 
of the Cascade Policy Institute

afterward, the county decided 
to reopen the libraries―
accepting competitive 
bids for operations.

Now Multnomah County 
Library is at a crossroads in 
the way its future revenue 
will be generated. The County 
Commissioners want to 
create a Multnomah County 

Library tax district. This 
would make the library an 
independent taxing entity.

A library tax district is not 
the only way to stabilize the 
budget. Contracting out library 
operations like Jackson County 
could reduce costs while 
improving services. It is also 
possible to generate revenue 

through small user fees rather 
than generalized taxation.

While many library purists 
argue that user fees conflict 
with the concept of “free” 
public libraries, it is important 
to remember that the service 
is not actually free, and 
property-tax-based levies 
hit lower-income people 
the hardest. Some group of 
people always pays, so the 
question is which group 
and on what basis? Small 
user fees could give library 

managers strong incentives 
to provide more services 
highly valued by patrons, 
generating more revenue. That 
would make library patrons 
and managers better off.

Multnomah County Library 
is a valuable community 
asset. Budget constraints do 
not have to mean reduced 
services. Competitive bidding 
and user fees could reduce 
costs and stabilize funding 
for the library system without 
raising taxes on residents. n
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Occupy Portland Are we the 99%?

By Roxanne Ross 

Occupy Portland has done 
a fabulous job of gaining 

local attention toward some 
of the issues in politics today. 
Reminiscent of the Tea Party 
events of 2009 and 2010 
but unique in its own way, it 
has no doubt highlighted the 
public dissatisfaction with 
politicians’ progress with our 
economic recovery. This is a 

Clackamas County voters 
would do well to pay 

close attention to the two 
ballot measures affecting the 
formation of urban renewal 
districts (URD) within the 
County. Citizens’ initiative 
measure 3-386 requires certain 
notifications and a vote by 
all citizens of the County.

Under the guise of “Local 
Control” the county 
commissioners’ competing 
measure 3-388 limits that 
vote to just those who reside 
within the proposed URD. The 
differences are enormous and 
will significantly impact how 
we pay for schools, police 
and fire protection, libraries 
and a host of other services 
provided by our county service 
districts for years to come.

Urban renewal is supposed 
to work like an old fashioned 
barn raising. Local neighbors 
decide (e.g. local control) to 
build a barn that will benefit 
the whole neighborhood. They 
organize and donate money 
and time (e.g. local resources) 
to the project. The daily 
needs and resources of these 

Letter to the Editor:
neighbors are “reduced or put 
on hold” (e.g. taxes for other 
services are reduced) until the 
barn is built. When the barn 
is built, work stops. No more 
time or money is needed for 
the project. Everyone returns to 
their own needs (and increased 
taxes begin to flow back for 
those other services as well).

Under both measures, urban 
renewal does and will continue 
to work in essentially that 
way in each of the 16 cities 
within Clackamas County. Nor 
will either measure impact 
the county’s four existing 
urban renewal districts.

The big difference is when 
the scenario changes from a 
local neighborhood to an entire 
county of 16 cities and a large 
unincorporated area. Under a 
county-wide URD, the board 
of county commissioners 
will decide where and how 
big that new barn will be 
and everyone in the whole 
county will be required to 
pay for it – not just the local 
neighbors. It’s unfortunate 
that the commissioners and 
the proponents of Measure 

3-388 did not see fit to tell 
you this. All they wrote about 
was the importance of “Local 
Control” as if somehow this 
would also keep the financial 
impact “Local.” It doesn’t.

All Citizen Measure 3-386 
asks: If we are required to 
pay for a new barn, that will 
reduce tax revenues for current 
services to our area, and 
will not directly benefit our 
neighborhood, shouldn’t the 
county commissioners give us 
a chance to help decide (vote 
on) how big that barn will be, 
how much it will cost, and 
how long it will take to build? 
Seems reasonable to me.

So we will be joining many 
thousands of Clackamas 
County citizens in voting 
YES on Citizen Measure 
3-386, and NO on the 
County Commissioner’s 
Measure 3-388.

Oh, and we’re also voting 
Yes on Measure 3-378 to 
help our County Sheriff 
offset tax revenues still going 
to the County’s four active 
URDs. Let truth and fiscal 
accountability prevail!

Eric R. Hofeld, CPA
Clackamas County resident

worthy goal and an awesome 
accomplishment because many 
of us have been so occupied in 
our own lives that we have not 
noticed what our government 
officials have been doing.

One of the problems Occupy 
Portland has brought to the 
forefront is the need for jobs. 
Most people would agree 
there is a large need for jobs. 
Tea Party protests include 
people who are out of work 
also. Most may not agree 
with the Occupy Portland 
message about the problem 
behind the lack of jobs.

Occupy claims the 1% of top 
income earners (annual income 
over $380,354) in the United 

States are hoarding their money 
instead of spending it and 
are thus stifling the economy. 
What a stretch. How many of 
the top 1% of income earners 
live in Oregon? Certainly 
not enough to make much of 
a difference if their current 
tax burden was, oh perhaps, 
doubled. I say this keeping in 
mind that the tax rate for the 
wealthy is already much higher 
than the tax rate I am paying. 
There are simply not that many 
in the 1% here in Oregon.

Be mindful that 49% of us 
in the United States pay no 
federal income tax at all (and, 
yes, a certain percentage of 
those have a negative tax rate 

that is to say the government 
sends them a check greater 
than their withholding once 
their taxes are filed). No doubt 
a lot of us paying no federal 
income tax reside in Oregon. If 
fewer of us paid no income tax, 
would that have an impressive 
effect on the revenues?

Certainly, most all Oregonians 
are in the 99% which is 
interesting to think of since 
almost all Oregonians are 
not camped out in Occupy 
sleepovers. I personally know 
people at my church, at my 
work, and in my family who 
have been to Tea Party protests, 
but I don’t personally know 
anyone who has camped out at 
an Occupy event. The Occupy 
Portland rabble includes more 
than a few anarchists. I haven’t 
seen anarchists in the Tea Party. 
Perhaps, Occupy Portland 
protesters are too fringe to 
represent the whole 99%.

Regardless of how fringe 
liberal Occupy is, they enjoy 
a cozy relationship with the 

liberal city of Portland unlike 
the conservative Tea Party 
groups who have at times 
felt discrimination based 
on political orientation.

On April 15th 2010, our early 
morning Tea Party on the 12th 
Avenue viaduct over I-84 
was dispersed by a Portland 
police officer 25 minutes 
prior to the planned end of 
our protest without any cause 
that we were aware of; and 
certainly the Portland police 
officer would offer no cause 
other than that her sergeant 
had sent her down to disperse 
us and she would take us in 
if we did not disperse. The 
local TV news broadcast the 
image of the lit-up cruiser in 
front of our small group.

But Occupy Portland can march 
blocking streets and transit 
without a parade permit, block 
a street for days, and camp 
overnight repeatedly in the 
parks without a permit. They 
aren’t ticketed for that. No. The 
mayor marches with them. n
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Former State Representative 
Tootie Smith of Molalla 

has announced her campaign 
for Clackamas County 
Commissioner. “Given the 
ongoing economic recession 
I believe it’s time for new 
leadership in our area,” said 
Smith. She made her candidacy 
official on September 8th, 

Tootie Smith Announces Campaign for Clackamas County Commissioner
on the first day to file for the 
2012 Primary Election, when 
she submitted the necessary 
forms to run for Position 4 
on the Clackamas County 
Board of Commissioners.

Smith is a fourth generation 
Oregonian who was born in 
Clackamas County and has 
worked on her family’s farm 
for decades. She is also a 
successful businesswoman 
and has run the Prairie House 
Inn bed-and-breakfast in 
Molalla for many years.

“My work representing natural 
resource-based industries 
will be especially helpful at 

the county level and I want 
to provide a voice for the 
residents in rural locations 
who feel their needs are being 
overlooked,” added Smith.

“Tootie Smith knows 
Clackamas County. As 
our State Representative 
she advocated for Clackamas 
County in Salem,” said State 
Representative Vic Gilliam 
(R-Silverton, Molalla). “As 
a creative small business 
owner she knows the 
challenges and opportunities 
for economic growth in our 
region of Oregon. As a civic 
minded volunteer Tootie has 
given generously back to her 

community. I look forward to 
Tootie’s successful campaign 
and to a continuation of her 
record of service as Clackamas 
County Commissioner.”

“Small business owners like 
me know firsthand how hard 
it’s been to survive during this 
recession. Now, more than 
ever our county needs strong 
leaders like Tootie Smith,” 
said Mike Oedell, owner of 
a small contracting business 
in Molalla. “She understands 
the challenges facing our 
area and will advocate for 
positive changes to help local 
companies and families.”

Smith was a member of the 
Oregon Legislature from 
2000 to 2005 serving on 
the legislature’s important 
budget panel, Agriculture 
and Timber Committees. For 
the past several years she 
has also been an advocate 
for a variety of organizations 
including the Brain Injury 
Association of Oregon. Smith 
and her husband Nate have 
been married for 33 years. 
The couple has a 21-year old 
daughter currently in college. 
For more information about 
the campaign go to www.
tootiesmith.com or check 
out her Facebook page. n

I have been a resident in 
the Milwaukie area for 

24 years. I grew up in the 
Fairview/Rockwood area for 
my first 19 years. It was a great 
place to grow up and still is 
in many places. I remember 
the old Fred Meyer on 185th 
and Stark being the hub of 
the area; but it was closed in 
2003 and leveled due to the 
amount of shoplifting and other 
crime that kept the store from 
being profitable. The area’s 
Safeway store, bowling alley, 
dry cleaners, Burger King, 
and many other mainstays 
also closed or moved. All of 
this followed the development 
of the Gresham light rail 
which opened in 1986.

To help their plight, a 20-year 
bond for urban renewal was 
approved by voters in 2003. 
The vacant Fred Meyer 
property was purchased by the 
Urban Renewal Commission 
in 2005 for $8 million. To date 

From Rockwood To Milwaukie
By Carla Pletka the property is still vacant 

despite years of failed urban 
renewal planning promises 
and millions of wasted tax 
payer dollars. Crime remains 
high, while 90% of students 
from two local elementary 
schools receive federally 
subsidized lunches. And there 
is still little development.

The light rail lines that run 
down east Burnside are 
unsightly, with a wide swath 
of tracks, gravel, and overhead 
lines. Visually, it’s better suited 
to run next to a freeway than 
down a main artery through 
neighborhoods. Which will it 
be? McLoughlin Blvd. or I-205 

to Oregon City. That’s part of 
the plan, you know. How would 
you like that “No” vote built?

Back to Milwaukie! I recently 
learned, through the grapevine, 
that Clackamas County 
was negotiating to buy the 
Milwaukie Elks building as 
part of the urban renewal plan. 
It was going to be replaced 
with low income housing. 
It would include Section 8 
housing on Park Avenue, 
which is located at the end 
of the proposed Milwaukie 
Light Rail line. This plan was 

never mentioned at the 
urban renewal meetings 
that I had attended.

Luckily, the secret got 

out and the plans were pulled. 
Overcrowded schools, greater 
use of local resources, lower 
incomes with little tax revenue 
wouldn’t have helped our 
local economy. What were 
they thinking? I can easily 
envision another Rockwood 
scenario for McLoughlin Blvd. 
with those kinds of plans.

Would the desirable areas 
of Sellwood, Multnomah or 
Willamette want any of this 
along with a 650-car parking 
structure, and a 30-foot 
Bambi with a human baby’s 
face to welcome visitors?

If there really is enough 

unfunded money (which seems 
to be burning a hole in their 
pocket) and land available 
for this darling deer then why 
don’t we use it toward a play 
structure and a large sign that 
says “Welcome to Milwaukie, 
A Place to Grow and Play.” I’m 
not a land use planner but there 
should be more than one use.

Just remember that the 
unfunded, voter disapproved 
road to “Light Rail and Urban 
Renewal” is paved with good 
intentions that are cloaked in a 
non-transparent fog and secrets 
to boot! And that’s no secret. n

Damascus Petitioners Seek To  
Amend City Charter

Flying high on the wings of 
a smashing 2 to 1 victory 

last May, petitioners are 
moving forward with gathering 
signatures to secure a new 
charter amendment to appear 
on the March 2012 ballot.

By William Wehr 

Named 2011-02 
(Charter Amendment) 
it reads as follows:

“New Section. Additional 
Powers Retained by Citizens

After March 1, 2011, the 
council shall not submit any 
ordinance or plan to Metro, 
the L.C.D.C., the D.L.C.D. 
or their successors until 
it is ratified by a majority 
vote of the city’s qualified 
electors voting in an election 
where at least 50 percent 
of the registered voters cast 

a ballot, or the election is 
a General Election in an 
even-numbered year.

The council shall provide by 
law a means of summarizing 
for the ballot the key 
material provisions of any 
such ordinance or plan, 
including the economic 
impact and the costs imposed 
on residents and property 
owners within the city.”

Last May, the voters of 
Damascus rejected the city’s 
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You Can Turn Off the Green’s Money Spigot (one of them)

Ten minutes of your time 
could potentially turn off 

a huge money pipeline the Left 
uses to fund itself with taxpayer 
dollars. This particular pipeline 
is hooked up to the EAJA—the 
Equal Access to Justice Act.

Originally, this act was 
designed to protect the poor. 
The feds figured if one of 
their actions was proven to 
have caused harm, then the 
plaintiffs should be reimbursed 
for their legal fees.

In a nutshell, here’s 
how it works:

An environmental group 
hires an attorney to look for 
regulations to challenge; or 
claims some sort of harm and 
files paperwork against the 
government. Typically, this 
“attorney” is a grad student 
working for $20–$40 per 
hour or a law student who’s 
doing this for college credit. 
Sometimes, they’ll find a real 
attorney who’ll do it pro bono 
or for a vastly reduced fee.

The federal government has 
90 days to reply. If they don’t, 
it’s an automatic default—
jackpot! If they do, then it 
moves on to litigation.

If they win, the 
environmentalists get 
reimbursed for “attorney 

By Mark Anderson 

The 
Clackamas 

County 
Republican 
Party (CCRP) 

announced recently that at 
their Central Committee 
Meeting the organization 
unanimously voted to endorse 
Measure 3-386 Voter Approval 
of Urban Renewal and to 
oppose the Clackamas County 
Commissioners confusing 
and competing Measure 
3-388 Plan Area Voter 
Approval of Urban Renewal in 
Clackamas County. They also 
unanimously voted to endorse 
Measure 3-378 Renewal of

Current County Sheriff Public 
Safety Local Option Levy.

Urban renewal debt hurts 
police, fire, schools and other 
services by diverting taxes that 

Clackamas County Republican Party endorses 3-386 & 3-378
fund these critical functions 
across the county. Measure 
3-386 requires approval 
from Clackamas voters to 
determine when and where 
to support urban renewal. 
This is especially important 
since Clackamas County 
has more urban renewal 

debt than ALL the other 
Oregon counties combined.

“A county debt deserves a 
county wide vote” stated 
John Lee, Chairman of the 
Clackamas County Republican 
Party. The CCRP urges a YES 
vote on Measure 3-386!

The CCRP opposes the 
Commissioners competing 
measure that was rushed 
to the ballot with limited 
public debate and worded 
to specifically confuse the 
voters about urban renewal. 
Recently, Judge Steven 
Maurer of the Clackamas 
Circuit Court ordered that the 
Commissioners’ Ballot Title 
and Question be rewritten 
because it was “potentially 
confusing and misleading 
to voters….and does not 

plainly phrase the chief 
purpose of the measure.”

John Lee stated, “The 
Commissioners obviously 
did not understand their 
63%/37% defeat on the 
Vehicle Registration Fee to 
transfer Clackamas taxes to 
Multnomah without a county-
wide vote. Their new measure, 
3-388, does the same thing 
by transferring tax debt from 
a small minority to the entire 
county without a county wide 
vote.” The CCRP urges a NO 
vote on Measure 3-388!

The CCRP also supports 
the Renewal of the Sheriff 
Local Option Levy 3-378 
since public safety is a core 
responsibility of our county 
government and the levy 
maintains the current tax 
rate. With the same tax rate, 

Sheriff Roberts has pledged 
to maintain public safety 
service levels in spite of 
rising costs and ongoing 
funding losses due to Urban 
Renewal. The CCRP urges a 
YES vote on Measure 3-378!

The Clackamas County 
Republican Party will be 
very active in the support 
and opposition of these 
ballot measures by placing 
signs, educating door-to-
door, providing literature, 
commenting through 
social media, and speaking 
out on these issues.

For more information about 
the Clackamas County 
Republican Party or to 
volunteer to help on these 
issues, please visit our website 
www.clackamasgop.org n

fees” from the feds (i.e., 
taxpayer money).

But here’s the rub: the amount 
they can be reimbursed 
for can be up to $600 an 
hour—even though the 
“attorney” they hired was 
either free or low cost.

There’s absolutely no downside 
to the environmental group: 
little or no upfront cost and 
if their filing is wrong, they 
face no penalty whatsoever. 
The filing is merely tossed 
out—no harm no foul—and 
they move on to the next.

Worse, a rancher, whose 
land-use rights are under 
attack by these groups, can’t 
get reimbursed for actual 
legal fees. That’s right: a “non 
profit” with $100 million cash 
in the bank can get reimbursed 
but a rancher whose land is 
worth over $7 million with 
no money in the bank can’t.

Ironic isn’t it? The farmer 
who dutifully pays his 
property taxes helps fund 
the groups trying to stop 
him from using his land.

How much are we talking 
about? That’s hard to say. Bill 
Clinton’s Paperwork Reduction 
Act stopped the feds’ tracking 
of EAJA payments, so the 
Justice Dept. has no idea how 
much they’re paying out.

But here are some potential 
indicators, thanks to Karen 
Budd-Falen, who spoke 
at September’s Basic 
American Rights Series:

Just one group out of 
Washington State filed nine 

cases, received fees for six of 
them, and in one case alone 
they received over $900,000.

She tracked 13 
groups over 10 
years. Combined, 
these 13 groups 
filed over 3,000 
cases during 
that 10-year 
period—and 
every single case 
was eligible for 
reimbursement 
of legal fees.

There are 
literally 
thousands of 
these groups out there.

Using just averages from 
another of Karen’s studies, this 
potentially represents $73.47 
billion over 10 years. Even if 
I’m way off, and the real total 
is just 10% of that, it’s still 
nearly $1 billion per year being 
given to far-left groups. Then 
again, $73 billion could be an 
underestimation because I used 
figures from a 2005 study.

Regardless, it’s time to stop 
this. Here’s how 10 minutes 
of your time can help turn 
off this money spigot.

Karen Budd-Falen introduced 
HR 1996, which will prevent 
cash-rich “non profits” with 
more than $7 million in 
assets from being able to 
reimburse themselves with 
taxpayer dollars—leveling the 
playing field with land-rich 
but cash-poor ranchers.

Call or email your US 
Congressman and tell them 

you want their support for HR 
1996 when it comes to a floor 
vote. If they’re so in favor 
of ending loopholes, here’s 
one to protect ranchers.

But first, it’s got to move out 
of committee. Head 
to ispyonsalem.com 
and look for the “Take 
Action” tab for the list 

of committee members you 
can contact and urge them 
to bring HR1996 to a vote.

Ten minutes to cut off almost 
$1 billion a year? Now that’s 
not a bad hourly rate.

 (Mark Anderson is the host of 
I Spy on Salem Radio Show, 
heard Saturdays, 11–noon, 
on KYKN (1430 am) in the 
greater Salem area or anywhere 
via kykn.com. Podcasts are 
also available after the show 
airs via www.ispyonsalem.
com. He can be reached at 
mark@ispyonsalem.com.) n

John Lee
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At the October 11, 
2011 Troutdale City 

Council meeting, Troutdale 
Community Development 
Director Rich Faith told the 
city council that the Sunrise 
Park parking project would 
now cost $60,000 more than 
the original project cost of 
$150,000. When Mr. Faith 
was asked where the extra 
money would come from, 
his response was that the city 
had $900,000 in parks funds 
that could be used to make up 
the difference. Then he said, 
with stunning nonchalance, 
that he basically GUESSED 
at the original estimate.

An Open Letter To The Troutdale City Council
Yet the city council was silent 
as a mouse after Mr. Faith 
admitted he pulled the parking 
lot project estimate out of thin 
air. How could there be no 
concerns about an increase 
of almost 50%? Now another 
project will go on hold to make 
up the $60,000. How many 
other projects will have these 
kinds of increases? How many 
other projects will go undone 
because of the lack of concern 
about how costs are arrived at?

There is a clear track 
record of our city’s lack 
of accountability in 
creating accurate project 
estimates and keeping 
projects within budget.

The city couldn’t demolish 
Troutdale’s old sewer 
treatment plant because it ran 
out of money constructing our 
new sewer treatment plant. 
We were told that our rates 
would decrease over the years 
with the new plant. Rates have 
never decreased, but only 

increased by council vote. And 
the old sewer treatment plant 
is still a blight on our city.

Troutdale’s new parks 
maintenance building was 
budgeted at $700,000 but 
was an amazing $500,000 

over budget. There was not 
much discussion as to the 
reasons for the overruns 
before approving this 71% 
increase. The city council 
just swept this under the 
carpet. This building was 
not supposed to be built 
until the old sewer plant 
was sold according to the 

Urban Renewal project plans.

The Troutdale Centennial Arch 
was supposed to cost $80,000, 
but ended up costing over 
$350,000 (a 438% increase). 
This was supposed to be 
built by private funds raised 
by the Historical Society 
but now the cash-strapped 
City of Troutdale is paying 
for it. John Wilson asked 
the city council by email to 
wait until the economy got 
better before constructing it.

Since the construction of the 
parks building and Arch, the 

city council is taking increased 
funds from its reserves in order 
to make their budget balance.

In private business, someone 
would be held accountable for 
letting any of these extremely 
high cost overruns happen. 
Our question to the city 
council and the city staff is 
this: What are you going to 
do to hold yourselves and the 
city staff accountable for this 
obvious lack of stewardship 
of taxpayer money? n

Our question to the city council and the city staff is this: 

What are you going to do to hold yourselves and the city staff 
accountable for this obvious lack of stewardship of taxpayer money?

The Troutdale Centennial Arch was supposed 
to cost $80,000, but ended up costing over 
$350,000 (a 438% increase). This was supposed 
to be built by private funds raised by the 
Historical Society but now the cash-strapped 
City of Troutdale is paying for it.

By Robert Canfield 
and John Wilson,  
Troutdale OR

By Steve Buckstein, Founder 
and Senior Policy Analyst,
Cascade Policy Institute

When Does Theft Turn into Taxation?

The Occupy Wall Street/
Occupy Portland crowds 

are demanding that “rich 
people” pay their “fair 
share” of taxes. While it’s 
arguable that high-income 
taxpayers are paying well 
beyond their “fair share” 
already, perhaps we should 
take a step back and look at 
taxation in a different light.

I recently noted that a 
Portland City Hall staffer 
lists as his favorite quote 
a statement made by Atlas 
Shrugged author Ayn Rand: 
“Everyone has the right to 
make his own decisions, but 
none has the right to force 
his decisions on others.”

So, do you have the right to 
take your neighbor’s car just 
because you decide that you 
want to drive it? No, most 
of us would call that theft.

What if you and three of 
your friends decide to take 
your neighbor’s car and 
drive it? Is that OK?

What if you and those same 
three friends decide to take 

your neighbor’s car and 
give it to a poor person 
who has no transportation? 
Does your noble intent 
make your actions OK?

What if you and three thousand 
people decide to take the 
car and give it to that poor 
person? How about thirty 
thousand people voting to 
making that decision?

So, at what point does the 
immoral act of theft become 
the moral act of taxation?

The occupiers, and all of 
us, might want to think 
about such questions before 
demanding that anyone give 
up something they own 
without their consent. n

John Wilson

Robert Canfield
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By Christina Martin 
Education Policy Analyst

National Digital Report Card Finds Oregon Needs  
More Online Learning Opportunities

Today, Digital Learning 
Now! released the 

first Nation’s Digital Learning 
Report Card along with the 
Roadmap for Reform. Cascade 

Policy Institute joins those 
calling for policymakers to 
take bold action to bring 
education into the 21st century.

Kids today learn how to use 
a computer or a video game 
system before they can even 
read or write. But the sad fact 
is that not even 10% of schools 
take advantage of this kind 
of technology in education.

The new report provides a 
comprehensive guide to help 
governors, state education 
chiefs, state lawmakers, 

and policymakers adopt 
bold reforms to transform 
education for the digital age.

Digital learning provides 
unprecedented opportunity 
for delivering rigorous and 
personalized educational 
material. With this report, 
policymakers across the 
nation will be better able to 
see how to incorporate this 
technology into their schools.

Among the elements of high 
quality learning, Oregon 
received higher marks for 

its strong full-time online 
programs, primarily thanks to 
its online charter schools, and 
a 2011 bill that ended several 
enrollment restrictions.

However, it received many 
low marks for lacking 
opportunities for students 
to take online classes on a 
course-by-course basis. Many 
students across the state still 
do not have this opportunity.

“Cascade Policy Institute 
strongly supports increasing 
educational options for kids. 

Online learning is one very 
important option where we 
have seen great inroads. 
But there is still more work 
to be done, particularly to 
increase access for part-
time online programs and 
blended learning,” said 
Steve Buckstein, who 
founded Cascade Policy 
Institute in 1991 to advocate 
for more school choice 
for Oregon’s students.

Each state also received a 
report card that assesses 
current laws and policies 
and their alignment to 
the 10 Elements of High 
Quality Digital Learning. n

Urban Renewal…
continued from pg. 2

habitat at Kellogg Lake, 
but that may soon change. 
Mrs. Swanson’s former 
property is now called 
“Robert Kronberg Park” 
named after her first husband.

A new route was proposed 
in the spring of 2007, again 
terminating at the south end 
of downtown. TriMet and 
Milwaukie planners also added 
a dotted line that crossed 
Kellogg Lake to their maps. 
The dotted line followed 
McLoughlin Blvd to Park 
Avenue, the next signalized 
intersection. The route was 
labeled as the “optional 
Park Avenue Extension”.

In July of 2008, METRO 
issued a Land Use Final 
Order (LUFO) that directed 
TriMet to end the line in 
south downtown if funding 
could not be balanced for 
extending it to Park Avenue. 
In a declining economy it was 
a good alternative, especially 
because the projected cost 
had ballooned from $880 
million to $1.5 billion.

TriMet knew in 2009 there 
would be a funding shortage 
of several hundred million 
dollars, eventually informing 
the public in July of 2010. 
Rather than follow the clear 
directive of the LUFO, TriMet 
and Milwaukie continued 
to pursue extending the line 
to Park Avenue, offering an 
urban renewal district to the 
uninformed local citizens.

Unfortunately Kronberg 
Park, Kellogg Lake Park, the 
historic rail-road trestle, the 
Willamette Greenway, and 
the new Trolley Trail Park 
will all be impacted if the 
environmentally offensive 
design is not challenged.

The bridge will actually be 
a massive concrete overpass 
skirting Kronberg Park and 
crossing McLoughlin Blvd 
before touching down on 
top of the Trolley Trail. 
Imagine a concrete roof with 
vibrating rail cars above the 
trail users. (It’s obvious that 
the future trail will actually 
be a narrow sidewalk with 
graffiti covered piers in the 
right of way. TriMet describes 
it as a “Green Gateway.”)

The planners attempt to 
circumvent an appropriate 
design is apparently to avoid 
the expensive environmental 
cleanup and mitigation that 
would be required if the 
tracks were at ground level. 
The elevated “monstrosity,” 
as one resident calls it, has 
been approved for de minimus 
(minimun) impacts to the 
Trolley Trail by government 
bureaucrats, but any high 
school student can see that 
the impacts will be major.

Fortunately, there are legal 
requirements that will save 
the future trail and other 
affected park lands from this 
environmental nightmare. 
Section 4(f) of the federal code 
is noted in the Environmental 
Impact Statement, and the 
project does not appear 
to be in compliance for a 
de minimus approval.

In February of 2010, without 
a public vote, three of the five 
current county commissioners 
(Lehan, Bernard, and Lininger) 
approved a $25 million 

commitment to the project. A 
few days earlier at a meeting 
they voted to approve a finding 
of de minimus (minimum) 
impacts to the Trolley Trail.

The $25 million could not 
be approved if there were 
unresolved issues such as 
mitigating major impacts, 
so the trail was quietly 
sacrificed with virtually no 
input from the public.

The taxpayer’s cost for 
the 35-foot high overpass 
through the Island Station 
neighborhood is approximately 
$140 million. The County is 
not in a position to borrow 
$25 million because these 
same commissioners increased 
our debt by $186 million in 
about 3 years during very bad 
economic times. Relying on 
federal urban renewal dollars 
seems to be the only solution, 
in spite of claims otherwise.

In August over 11,000 citizens 
signed a petition to require a 
county-wide vote for approval 
of future urban renewal 
districts. Measure 3-386 gives 
local control to the voters who 
are paying for the projects.

Sensing that there was no 
way to defeat the will of 
the people, county staff 
invested thousands of our 
dollars creating a measure to 
circumvent Measure 3-386. 
(It’s an old political trick 
designed to confuse the voters, 
and only Commissioner 
Savas opposed it.)

The competing measure, 3-388 

is being primarily financed 
by outside interests. Measure 
3-388 restricts the vote to 
only those who will benefit 
financially when a district is 
formed. Measure 3-388 has 
little to do with local control, 
and should be rejected.

I recommend a YES vote on 
M 3-386 and a NO vote on 
M-3-388. It’s time to take 
back our county from the 
special interest groups that 
are dominating the agenda. n

At the close of the October 20th 
Board meeting Commissioner 
Lininger responded to the 
crowd’s disappointment by 
endorsing Measure 3-388. Her 
comments were an apparent 
violation of an election law that 
bans public employees from 
campaigning while during 
working hours. Her comments 
have been removed from the 
video, however the citizens 
comments can still be seen on 
line@ bcc-clackamas. (Click 
on “Business Meetings” and 
fast forward 44 minutes)

In February of 2010, without a public vote, three 
of the five current county commissioners (Lehan, 
Bernard, and Lininger) approved a $25 million 
commitment to the project. A few days earlier at 
a meeting they voted to approve a finding of de 
minimus (minimum) impacts to the Trolley Trail Charlotte Lehan Ann LiningerJim Bernard
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Yellowstone National 
Park. What more can 

possibly be written, read, sang 
or photographed that hasn’t 
already been done? Nothing, 
I suspect. But experiencing 
it again through the eyes of 
a 7 year old is pure magic.

My son Jeff along, with his 
7-year-old son Grant, and I 
(the three generations trip) 
experienced Yellowstone in 
September just before school 
started. I traveled through 
this majestic place with my 
parents in the 1950s when I 
was about Grant’s age. Three 
visions are still vivid in my 
memory bank. The “bear jams” 
with people feeding the bears 
out of their car windows, the 
sapphire blue of the Morning 
Glory Pool, and Old Faithful.

Yellowstone has a Junior 
Ranger Program. Grant took 
to it like a bear to a garbage 
can. Visiting the park with 
an aspiring Junior Ranger 
in the back seat was, well 
let’s just say, enlightening.

When we spotted our first 
buffalo I joyfully started 
singing “Oh give me a home 
where the buffalo roam and the 
deer and the antelope play.” 
“Those are bison, grandpa,” I 
hear from the back seat. “Okay, 
so they are technically bison,” 
I say. “Then why did you 
call them buffalo grandpa?” 
replies the Junior Ranger.

My Junior Ranger is right, of 
course. The park’s buffalo are 
really bison and are native to 
North America. So why do 

Yellowstone National Park—A Junior Ranger Perspective
By Mel Hedgpeth we eat “buffalo burgers” or 

“buffalo wings?” But I don’t 
want to open that discussion.

Legend is that 23 bison hid out 
in the Pelican Valley during 
the time of the great slaughter 
and have formed the pure stock 
of today’s Yellowstone herd. 
I don’t recall seeing a bison 
there in the 1950s but they 
tend to be the most common 
ungulate 
seen in 
the park 
today.

The 
“bear 
jams” are 
also past 
history 
and for 
good 
reason. 
1970 
brought 
new 
management of the bears. 
Dumps were closed, garbage 
cans bear-proofed, and the 
critters where expected to 
subsist on natural foods. I 
told Grant that “Yogi Bear 
couldn’t steal food from 
picnic baskets anymore.” 
“Who’s Yogi Bear?” he asks.

While out on a short hike, we 
spotted a mother black bear 
and her cub foraging on the 
slope above us. We cautiously 
walked away, giving them a 
wide berth, just as my little 
Junior Ranger advised.

There were no wolves in the 
park when I made my first 
visit. The last wolf was killed 
in 1926. Part of the training for 
a Junior Ranger was to listen to 

a ranger talk. We learned that 
gray wolves were reintroduced 
in 1995 in the Lamar Valley. 
Wolves and wolf packs are 
now scattered throughout the 
park and region. They mostly 
dine on elk.

On one of our 
driving days 
(appropriately 
called 

experiencing the “front 
country”) we stopped along 
with a mass of other tourists 
to see what they were seeing. 
It must be some herding 
instinct we humans have 
in common. Way off in the 
distance we could see, with 
the aid of a spotting scope, 
a pack of wolves. We were 
told that the wolves had 
made a kill but a grizzly bear 
took over. The wolves were 
patiently waiting their turn.

Speaking of masses of tourists, 
we stood patiently on the 
boardwalk with throngs of 
others waiting for the Old 
Faithful show. We tried to 
explain to Grant what it would 

be like 
but he 
clearly 
couldn’t 
fathom 
it. His 
mouth 
dropped 
open 
in awe 

when she finally gushed forth 
exactly as I remember as a boy.

On to the Morning Glory Pool. 
It doesn’t look like it did on 
my first visit. It has changed 
color. Somewhere in my attic 
is a slide proving that it was 
indeed a sapphire blue as I 
remember it.. Now it is an 
emerald green. Still beautiful, 
but proof that we humans can 
love a place to death. Tourists 
have used this hot spring over 
the years as a wishing well 
to toss so many coins, rocks, 
and other stuff into the water 
that the vents have plugged 
causing the temperature of 
the water to lower and change 
color. Since this hot spring is 
also a geyser, many hope that 
it will eventually spew out 
the garbage, clear its throat, 

and return to is natural state.

Of course, my boyhood visit 
was before the Great Fire of 
1988 . We discovered that 36% 
of Yellowstone was burned. 
Most of the trees are lodgepole 
pine and are “fire adapted.” It 
seems that the lodgepole has 
cones that will only open after 
a major fire, spreading seeds 
to the ash enriched soil and 
sprouting abundant supplies 
of baby trees. We marveled 
at the density of the new 
growth trees and were assured 
that they are self-thinning.

Grant was sworn in as full-
fledged Junior Ranger at 
the Mammoth Hot Springs 
Visitor’s Center and received 
his official patch. I wondered 
what my little Junior Ranger 
will remember about 
Yellowstone or the changes 
it will experience when he 
takes a new generation to 
visit. It is a place of awe and 
wonder. An abundance of 
flowers, animals, geysers, 
mud pots, canyons, waterfalls, 
stars, rivers, and lakes await 
the fresh eyes of each new 
crop of Junior Rangers.

I can only hope that good 
fortune will fall upon me 
so that I can return with 
Jeff, Grant and a new fourth 
generation of fresh eyes 
filled with wonderment 
in this beautiful place we 
call Yellowstone. n

County Commissioners Reject…
continued from pg. 3

Commissioner Damon was not 
present at that hearing because 
she was in Washington D.C. 
Some citizens questioned if she 
was there in an attempt to get 
the additional funding needed 
for light-rail from Washington. 
Another commissioner said 
that she was on vacation at 
the Oregon beach on that 
day. When Commissioner 
Damon was asked on Aug. 
16th, she admitted that she 
had been in Washington D.C., 
but would not state what the 
purpose of her trip was.

Citizens worked to get some 
10,000 signatures to put “the 
funding or substantial increase 
to urban renewal projects” to 
a vote of all county citizens 
because they will all have to 
pay for those projects. That is 
the people’s measure #3-386 
on the November ballot. The 
BCC placed a counter measure 
#3-388 on the ballot on the 
last day they were permitted 
to do so by law to only allow 
those who live within an 
Urban Renewal (UR) project 

area to vote, although the 
rest of the county would pay 
the taxes for those projects.

When county citizens 
answered a random survey 
about the county’s counter 
measure, the results were 
that: the commissioners 
had a 17% approval rating; 
56% disapproved of their 
performance; and, 27% 
were so unhappy with 
their performance that they 
would like them to resign.

How low would the 
commissioners’ approval rating 
be if the voters knew more 
about their performance? The 
county legal staff has bragged 
to the commissioners that their 
#3-388 will “trump” #3-386; 
and the commissioners’ 
reaction to that was to laugh. 
Courts have previously ruled 
that it is not constitutional to 
place into law something that 
gives the right to vote to some 
voters over other voters, but 
the county is still trying to do 
so. To hear the full narrative go 
to the county website: http://
media1.co.clackamas.or.us/
CCSO/MediaPopUpPlay.

asp?q_sURl=mms://
media1.co.clackamas.
or.us/ClackAudio/
work20110726c.wma

The Commissioners 
consider UR projects as a 
“tool” to obtain tax funds 
for whatever projects they 
decide are for “your good,” 
even though you most likely 
don’t agree that they are.

Eleanor Hunter, the Oak 
Grove Community Council 
Chair stated in a BCC hearing 
that UR is “for the good 
of the collective,” which 
Commissioner Lehan nodded 
at during that testimony 
to show her agreement. 
The “collective” is a term 
Communists have always 
used to describe the people.

The commissioners say that 
they believe in the citizens’ 
right to vote, but their actions 
have shown that they don’t. 
There are many citizens out 
there who have worked to 
give you all the right to vote 
on urban renewal projects 
because the commissioners 
were not going to. n
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Join us for the all day and 
evening holiday events 

to help continue this 30 
year tradition! Come to our 
hometown 
for the whole 
morning 
where there is 
something for 
everyone this 
holiday season. 
Start your day 
with the pancake 
breakfast with 
Santa and Mrs. 
Claus, get your 
picture taken 
with the jolly 
guy, take in the 
Holiday Bazaar 
for deals for everyone on your 
shopping list and enjoy the 
music of Timeless Trilogy, a 
local Trio, to get you in the 
spirit. Get your wreath early 
from a local youth group.

Stay into the evening and 
join in the 2nd Annual Chili 
Competition with your winning 
recipe under the Springdale 
Play/Shed at 4:30pm, then 
enjoy the Corbett High School 
Choir for holiday music bliss, 
then get ready for the Let 
Your Light Shine Parade in 
Springdale starting at 6pm; or 
better yet join in by decorating 
your own car or pickup in 

Breakfast with Santa, Bazaar, Concert,  
Chili Contest, Food/Coat Drive, Bonfire,  
Let Your Light Shine Parade & Tree Lighting
Sponsored by the Corbett Community Service Groups

Saturday, December 3rd

35800 E. Historic Columbia River Hwy., OR 97019

Take The Corbett Exit Off of I 84 – 15-20 
minutes East of Portland

CorbettOregon.com | 503-695-5812

Corbett’s Hometown Christmas
festive style. The parade 
will depart at 6pm from Old 
Springdale Ranger Station 
parking lot - It will travel 

the main street of 
downtown Springdale; 
then participants 
will enter and park 
in the Springdale 
Community Center 
parking for display.

Join the hometown 
crowd afterwards 
for cookies, coffee 
and hot chocolate 
Top off the evening 
with the bonfire 
and the traditional 
tree lighting display 
watched with 

excitement and anticipation.

Santa’s East Wind 
Food & Coat Drive

Santa’s East Wind Food & 
Coat Drive will be sponsored 

by Corbett Youth 
Group and the 
Corbett Middle 
School Food 
& Coat Drive 
Team they will 
be collecting new 
& gently used 
coats & blankets 
along with 

nonperishable food items 
starting November 3rd 
thru December 3rd.

Chili Contestants: email us 
for form and reserve your 
spot! Contact Lisa.Noreen@
yahoo.com or 503-318-9731.

Bazaar Vendors: Reserve a 
Table To Share Your Wares 
& Crafts; $25.00. 8am–1pm

Contact Kathy Johnson 971-
219-5843 or farmmaid@
farmmaidsoap.com

Parade & General Information: 
Phil DuFresne 503-695-
5812 / 503-758-4054 n

Drop Off Locations  
(Nov. 3rd to Dec. 2nd):

• Corbett Middle School 
• Corbett Country Market
• Corbett Community Church
• Total Rental Center  

(22017 SE Stark 
St- Gresham) 

• Little Fishes Pre-School 
(2477 SW Cherry Park Rd, 
Troutdale 8am -noon)

Contact: Tyler Auble at 503-
695-5378  or email  
taseastwindfoodandcoatdrive@
gmail.com

Alan the pancake master

Morgan and Santa

Event Line Up

MORNING

Enter at the Corbett Grade School Lunch Room

8am–Noon Breakfast With Santa

8:00–11:30am Have A Picture Taken With Santa!

8am–1pm Bazaar

EVENING

Springdale Community Center / Covered Play 
Shed, 32405 E. Historic Columbia River Hwy.

Go East on the Historic Highway and park 
in the Springdale Pub parking lot

NEW! Corbett High School Choir 
Concert, Directed by Tim Killgore

Liz’s Coffee Cabin Hot Chocolate & Coffee 
Free while they last!

Sample Cookies under the stars 
Free while they last!

4:30—6pm 2nd Annual Chili Contest 
Prize baskets for 1st, 2nd, 3rd and People Choice Award

4:30—7pm Bonfire

6pm Let Your Light Shine Parade

7pm Tree Lighting 

Jonette and Gary Lee, the masters 
of Corbett‘s Santaland

Help is in the kitchen for Santa

The Northwest Connection  is now on the web.

visit us at
www.nw–connection.com
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USMC Day
continued from pg. 1

forming the Continental 
Marines, later renamed 
the U.S. Marine Corps.

As the first order of business, 
Samuel Nicholas became 
commandant of the newly 
formed Marines. Popular 
patriot, Robert Mullan, 
became his first captain and 
recruiter. They were ready 
for action by early 1776.

The primary objective of the 
Marine Corps was to serve as 
an infantry unit aboard naval 
vessels and to be responsible 
for the security of the ship 
and its crew by conducting 
offensive and defensive 
combat during boarding 
actions and defending the 
ship’s officers from mutiny. 
Because of this latter purpose, 
their quarters on ship were 
often strategically positioned 
between the officers’ quarters 
and the rest of the vessel.

The role of the Marine Corps 
has expanded significantly 
since then. Throughout the 
late 19th and 20th centuries, 
Marine detachments served 
aboard Navy cruisers, 
battleships and carriers. 
Marine detachments served 
their traditional duties as 
ship’s landing force, manning 
the ship’s weapons and 
providing shipboard security.

“Every Marine is a rifleman” 
emphasizes the infantry combat 
abilities of every Marine. All 
Marines, regardless of military 
specialization, receive training 
as a rifleman; and all officers 
receive additional training as 
infantry platoon commanders. 
For example, at Wake Island, 
when all of the Marine 
aircraft were shot down, their 
pilots continued the fight 
as ground officers, leading 
supply clerks and cooks in 
a final defensive effort.

The Marine Corps has 
proudly participated in 
every armed conflict that has 
involved the United States.

If you see a Marine today, 
thank him or her for their 
contributions to protecting 
our country. Active or retired, 
they deserve our thanks and 
appreciation. And, especially 
on November 10th, wish 
them a “Happy Birthday.” n



The Northwest Connection
13

November 2011

The 
Northwest 

Connection
reaches your 
community…

Places to Go & People to See



The Northwest Connection
14

November 2011

Places to Go & People to See
Not Forgotten
continued from pg. 1

Courageous MomsRaising Boys to Become Good Men
 Saturday November 12, 2011; 9:00am–noon  

Mountainview Christian Church, 1890 NE Cleveland Ave, Gresham, OR

This powerful, innovative, fast-moving presentation weaves together stories,  
film clips, examples, and small group interaction to sharpen a mom’s skills  

and her understanding of boys in the process of becoming a man.

Topics will include:
Why are boys so different?

The effects of fatherlessness on boys
Communicating with boys

Pitfalls  what to avoid
Disciplining boys

Boys and sex
What do boys need to learn to become good men?

The importance of male role models
The good news!

      Based on the bestselling book,  
 That’s My Son— 
	 How	Moms	Can	Influence	Boys	to	Become	Men	of	Character

                  Childcare and activities for the kids  
 will be provided at no cost.  

Cost of the seminar is $25 per person  
and limited to the first 100 registrants.  

Partial scholarships are available upon request.

To register: 971-570-1343  
Email: rsj2281@frontier.com  

www.betterdads.net

conflict and surprised U.S. forces 
at the infamous Battle of the 
Chosin Reservoir. His job was to 
park himself and his Browning 
Automatic Rifle and watch and 
wait from the sand-bagged rim 
of an underground bunker.

For one year, 1951, the Army 
224th Infantry Regiment moved 
him around that front, sending 
him on patrols, into stubble 
fields with mine detectors, and 
now and then back to the base 
at Pusan for some R&R.

By the time he found his way 
back to where my mother was 
waiting at her parent’s home in 
Oakland, California, with his 
outsize duffle bag, I was one 
year old. Both Mom and Dad 
swear that my first reaction 
to this gangly soldier’s return 
was to crawl over and bite 
him on the leg. I had no idea 
how lucky I was; thousands 
of children whose fathers had 
fought what is often called 
“The Forgotten War” never 
saw their fathers again.

A few years later, when I was 
old enough to rummage around 
in the basement, I found that 
musty duffle bag and pulled its 
contents out onto the floor. There 
was a mess kit with a hard clamp 
to keep the sides together. A 
pair of high-laced combat boots, 
which I immediately tried on 
and clomped clumsily around in. 
There were medals: a pewter-
colored sharpshooter’s rifle, 
two cannons crossed in brass 
for gunnery, and some covered 
in colorful fabric with totemic 
symbols denoting participation 
in one campaign, mastery of 
one wartime skill or another. 
I pinned them on my shirt.

One of the things the soldiers 
on combat duty around my 
father carried was cameras. 
There were scores of photos 
in a frayed scrapbook in the 
duffle bag. All in black and 
white, they depicted the remote 
outposts, and the men who ate 
K-rations, laid down suppressing 
fire, and hunkered down under 
nighttime phosphorus bombs 
which illuminated the landscape 
of broken twigs and rutted 

tank tracks in the snowy crust. 
Men—including my father--who 
spent 1951 holding the line, 
occasionally bugging out to 
the rear, and often advancing 
toward the bellicose ridges 
on the North Korean side.

There were other, more graphic 
photos, which I was shocked to 
find. Photos of the enemy dead, 
unburied, twisted in decay, fallen 
on backdrops of autumn leaves, 
slumped against sniper perches. I 
took one to show my mother and 
she snatched it out of my hand.

There are three ways in which 
my father shares his experience 
of the Korean War. His best 
memories are the ones about 
his fellow soldiers. He becomes 
animated when he talks about 
the laughs they had, and the 
bonds they formed. Many of 
those men would become his 
best friends after discharge, 
and long nights were spent 
around kitchen tables recalling 
the constant complaints and 
resigned jokes about the 
hurry-and-wait exigencies 
of being “regular Army.”

The monumental film “The Best 
Years of Our Lives” captures 
this great irony, the strong 
positive emotions among men 
and women who have shared 
battle experience, the enhanced 
camaraderie which crystallizes 
in the fog of war, the sense that 
life was never more vivid.

The second way my father 
shares his wartime memories 
is more reticent. Much is 
left unsaid. He’s not one for 
bravado, refuses to dramatize 
or render heroic those times 
when the bullets flew, when 
men in his platoon were 
wounded, when Chinese and 
North Korean attacks were 
repelled, but not without cost. 
He grows quiet when asked 
about the enemy he may have 
killed with his fast-firing BAR.

Finally, there are the night fears. 
The bad dreams. The sweat-
soaked awakenings, always 
in the wee hours, something 
Mom says never happened in 

the year they spent as young 
marrieds before Dad answered 
President Truman’s call to arms. 
He won’t talk about this either, 
just shakes his head as if this 
is a part of his memory that is 
beyond his control. But he’ll 
let Mom tell about how after 
his return from Korea he began 
having recurring nightmares, 
began crying out and sitting 
up in bed, alarming her.

Maynard Clayton Ellis, age 
83, started as a hardscrabble 
Nebraska-born American kid 
who headed west looking for 
a job and a future, and found 
himself in a war. He rose to the 
rank of corporal, and came home 
in one piece. But for 60 years, 
now, whatever 
haunts his 
sleep from 
that war 
endures.

Thank you for 
your service, 
Dad. n

Mark Ellis 
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By Mayor Jim Kight 

School Resource Officers Creating a Safe Place for Student

Call it the sign of the times, 
but if you walk into any 

East County high school you 
will find a uniformed police 
officer. Reynolds High School, 
with a student population of 
2,800 students, has had School 
Resource Officers (SRO) for a 
number of years. Originally, the 
county provided the officers. 
Now, the Troutdale Police 
Department provides two 
police officers who are there 
on a daily basis throughout 
the school year. The school 
district pays 75% of the 
yearly cost of the officer.

What follows is an 
interview with Officer Nick 
Thompson who is assigned 
to the high school.

Q What do you see as your 
role at the high school?

A We work with students to 
make sure that they are 

in conformity to the schools 
policies and rules. Disrespect 
is one of the biggies. We 

Emmert International Wins…
continued from pg. 1

don’t tolerate it. Also, dress 
code is important. Sagging 
pants exposing underwear, 
gang attire and symbols are 
not allowed. Challenging 
authority isn’t permitted as 
well. We want to make sure 
we have a safe atmosphere 
for students to learn.

Q What other challenges 
do you face with the 

students?

A We have a zero tolerance 
for drugs and drug 

activity. This type of activity 
is closely monitored and the 
students know it. The other 
is possession of tobacco, 
which is not allowed.

Truancy and not attending 
classes is closely monitored 
and we make sure students 
are where they are supposed 
to be. We also check with 
local businesses to make 
sure students are not hanging 
out there. Neighborhoods 
are checked regularly for 
students straying into local 
parks and hiding out.

I will say that clearly a majority 
of the students are great and 
just a small percentage of 
the population requires our 
attention. We want to keep 
it that way and our presence 
insures that the teachers and 

administration are in control 
instead of the students.

Q How are the problems 
resolved with the 

students?

A We try to talk to them. 
Most students appreciate 

that and change their behavior. 
Regarding those students that 
don’t change, we meet with 
the students and their parents. 
If the problem continues, they 
go to peer court, which is made 
up of students that include a 
judge and jury. This has proved 
quite effective, and we see 

fewer repeat offenders. If that 
doesn’t work, then we turn 
their case over to county and 
the Juvenile Detention Hall.

Q Does your job of SRO 
take you off the high 

school campus?

A We have met with all of 
the owners and managers 

of the surrounding businesses 
to make sure they know how to 
contact us if there is a problem. 
We have a new program called 
“Gang Resistance Education 
and Training” or G.R.E.A.T. 
This is currently taught at 
the middle school, to sixth 
grade students. Also, we’re 
monitoring and patrolling 

speeds in front of the 
high school on an 
ongoing basis. We 
have stopped cars 
going in excess of 45 
mph through the 20 
mph school zone.

We also investigate 
crimes involving the students 
that take place off campus. 
One case involved the rape 
of a student in her home. 
Another was a student that was 
beaten and attacked by gang 
members west of 181st. Parties 
involving alcohol and drugs are 
reported to us by the students.

Q What is the relationship 
you have with the 

students and staff?

A The students feel 
comfortable coming to 

us because they see us all the 
time throughout the school 
year. They know we will keep a 
confidence and are working in 
their behalf. The administration 
is very appreciative of our 
support and work. Because our 
presence they can focus on the 
goal of educating the students.

School Resource Officers: 
mentors, confidantes, 
protectors, teachers and 
supporters, helping to provide 
an environment for quality 
education for our youth. We 
salute our Troutdale Police 
officers that have dedicated 
their lives to protecting our 
lives and that of our children. n 

This article is dedicated 
to Officer Mike Kellogg. 
Officer Mike was a 
Troutdale Officer for eleven 
years and served as a School 
Resource Officer for three 
years. The kids loved him. 
He recently passed away 
and is survived by his wife 
Holly and three sons. He will 
be missed. Thanks, Mike

San Onofre, California.

Immediately upon being 
awarded the contract, Emmert 
began the detailed planning 
and engineering process 

that ultimately took nearly 
three years to complete. It 
was a formidable challenge 
to transport these pressure 
vessels that were over 67 
feet long, 23 feet 8 inches 
wide and 21 feet 1 inch high 
weighing 1,352,300 pounds.

Emmert International 
approached the project using 
a best methods transportation 
tactic that thoroughly 
investigated all possible 
options of transport. It started 

with an 
initial three 
months of 
detailed route 
studies and 
engineering 
analysis to 
determine 
the optimum 

approach to the many 
issues that the project 
had to overcome.

Protection of the environment 
including spill protection was 
of paramount importance in 
every task. All project activities 
that required any personnel 
to be in an area that was 
designated as environmentally 
sensitive, which was basically 
everywhere, required the 
attendance of an independent 
biological monitor.

Very extensive and detailed 

traffic management plans had 
to be drawn up and approved 
before Caltrans and the 
California Highway Patrol 
issued permits for the move to 
proceed. Within the confines of 
the Marine base there were in 
addition strict safety protocols 
to be followed at all times as 
most locations are designated 
as active training areas where 
live fire activities are regularly 
held. Emmert International 
crews were required to attend 
formal Marine training 
sessions in order to meet the 
requirements of these permits 
by Range Safety Officers.

The RSG’s were fabricated 
in Japan and were delivered 
in pairs by a heavy lift ship 
into the Port of Long Beach, 
California. Here they were 
offloaded by the ship’s 

cranes and landed onto a 
barge provided by Emmert 
International. The barge was 
then towed in the open Pacific 
Ocean to Del Mar Basin 
which is near to Oceanside, 
California and within the 
confines of the US Marine 
Base, Camp Pendleton.

The timing of the operation 
was very critical as the Del 
Mar Basin area is tidal and 
the entrance is subject to 
quite severe rip currents at 
certain times. In addition, 

the Santa Ana winds were 
generally calmer in the early 
morning and, as there were 
no accessible layby berths 
nearby, so the voyage had 
to be timed to arrive at the 
correct time of the day. This 
meant that the voyage was 
made during the nighttime.

In common with all operations 
inside active nuclear facilities 
security of the load was very 
tight and Emmert International 
had to work within a strict 
cordon of security for every 
phase of the operation. n
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I can’t say enough good about 
the teams I have in my life.

From my life’s mate/teammate 
Nicki, to our three wonderful 
children, to the Pop Warner 
football team I coach to the 
excellent team here at Garden 
of Life—all are amazing.

Teamwork really does 
make the dream work! 
I’ve seen it firsthand.

Speaking of teams. . . I 
always enjoy being a part of 
something that goes beyond 
myself. In fact, it’s a privilege 
to join forces with others 

By Jordan S. Rubin 

Teamwork—All Hands on Deck
in order to make a bigger 
impact in people’s health, 
well-being and lives. That’s 
why I have no problem 
supporting those who share 
a similar message as I do.

A while back, I—along with 
other health experts—was 
asked to join my friend, 
Tracey Burnett. Tracey lives 
“across the pond” in the 
United Kingdom and hosts the 
Hedonistic Health Handful. 
In her series, Tracey presents 
13 awesome interviews that 
you won’t want to miss. If 
you’re interested, you can 
find out more about Tracey 
and this health series at http://
traceyburnett.com/join.

I had the opportunity to 
discuss the importance of 
high-quality, nutrient-rich food 
on Tracey’s series—and, of 
course, that’s something I’m 
extremely passionate about. 

You’ll also hear from other 
experts, however, including:

• Rich German, who tells 
you about a simple morning 
routine for good health 

• Johnny Bowden, on how 
to boost your energy levels 

• Connie Bennett, on how 
to kick your sugar habit 

• Annmarie Gianni, on how to 
achieve glowing, vibrant skin

As I agreed to be a part of 
Tracey’s series, I recalled 
several “team” quotes, 
and I think it’s wise to 
revisit them every now 
and then—just to reinforce 
that we’re in this together. 
Here are a few of them:

Individual commitment 
to a group effort—that is 
what makes a team work, 
a company work, a society 
work, a civilization work.

Vince Lombardi: 
"The way a team plays as a 
whole determines its success. 
You may have the greatest 
bunch of individual stars 
in the world, but if they 
don’t play together, the club 
won’t be worth a dime."

Babe Ruth: 
"There is no “i” in team 
but there is in win."

Michael Jordan: 
"it’s an 'all hands on 
deck' endeavor, or it 
just doesn’t work." n

continues page 19

what started as a common 
sense proposal to smooth 
existing traffic clusters on both 
sides of the river and more 
seamlessly link two states 
appears in some precincts to 
have degenerated into another 
budget-busting, unsustainable 
crony-capitalist feeding 
frenzy at the public trough.

Citizen activists have targeted 
a usual suspect—the Tri 
Met light rail/urban renewal 
consortium—and charged 
them with stealth advocacy 
leading to profligacy which 
has swelled the original 
$1.5 billion price tag for the 
bridge to over $3.5 billion.

As drafted, the new bridge 
would likely have no more 
lanes than the existing 
bridge, but would include 
a generous bike lane.

Also in the sights of the 
architects: a light rail line to 
Vancouver combined with 
an urban renewal district 
(URD), components which 
experts factor could add a 
full one third in additional 
costs to the project.

Silver lining? “There’s no 
money for this project,” House 
District 51 Representative 
Patrick Sheehan told a 
mid-October meeting of the 
Clackamas County chapter of 
Americans for Prosperity.

Also present at the meeting 
was featured guest Karla Kay 
Edwards, making her debut 
appearance as AFP’s new 

state director. Edward’s focus 
that night was on national 
trends and the often bipartisan 
nature of runaway government 
spending. But she offered this 
follow-up position statement: 
“The CRC is the epitome of 
big government waste with 
no accountability. It has an 
ever-increasing price tag for 
a project that fails to address 
the reality of transportation 
congestion in the Metro area 
today and into the future.”

Early in 2011 the Oregonian 
first broke the story about the 
millions in public funds which 
have been spent on planning 
for the CRC without shovel-
one coming out of a packing 
crate. According to some in 
the affected communities and 
beyond, the engineering and 
general contracting firm of 
David Evans and Associates 
has taken an initial $50 
million original estimate for 
its environmental impact 
and design services, padded 
it, and allegedly run with it 
all the way to the bank.

Now Evans, the exclusive 
designers and only bidder 
for the project, in the face 
of withering criticism and 
aggressive public information 
requests, have sued project 
partner the Washington State 
Department of Transportation 
(WSDOT) to block the 
release of in-house documents 
pertaining to the project. 
At press time a restraining 
order which ensures that such 
documents remain proprietary 

The Architects…
continued from pg. 1
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By Brian F. Mayer, 
Co-Founder, Phonics Phactory

Remember Where You Are

She was two feet under 
water with her eyes bulging 

and her mouth forming words 
as normal. She was always 
talking. But this time, she 
almost drowned. After being 
rescued from the backyard 
pool, my daughter (once she 
got her breath back) simply 
said, “I just started talking. 
I forgot where I was.”

She is not alone. As adults 
who claim to value the right 
things, we too have forgotten 
the educational world is 
simply a place with no space 
for God. No surprises here. 
After all, WE THE PEOPLE 
allowed prayer to be banned 
at school, as well as the 
pledge of allegiance, bible 
studies on campus, the posting 
of the 10 Commandments 
(even when part of an 
assigned student project), 

and separation of anything 
“sacred” from everything 
“academic.” Does anyone 
realize the Bible was THE 
textbook for our educational 
experiences historically? 
Probably not if you have a 
public school education.

In 1782, the United States 
Congress passed 
the following 
resolution: “The 
Congress of the 
United States 
recommends 
and approves 
the Holy Bible 
for use in 
all schools.” 
Interesting. 
U.S. history 
revisionists 
would have 
us believe religion has 
never placed a role in our 
country’s founding. Why? 
There simply isn’t space 
for God in a secular world 
overwhelmed by squatters. 
The truth is secularism and 
atheism are parasites. They 
add nothing to the systems of 
life yet benefit from everything 
religion produces. Yet, we 
continue to swim in their 
waters allowing our children 
to drown in their progressive 

liberal blather. This is never 
more true than at school.

For over one hundred years 
in our public schools, the 
McGuffey Readers were 
the curriculum of public 
instruction. President Lincoln 
once referred to McGuffey 
as the “Schoolmaster of the 
Nation.” Over 125 million 
copies were sold and used 
until 1963, when the trend 

toward ‘value-neutral’ 
classroom instruction was 
thought more progressively 
proper. And it is, if you have 
no space for God. It can be 
easily argued that the lack of 
“Christian” values education 
has contributed significantly 

to massive increases in youth 
drug and alcohol abuse, 
delinquency, promiscuity, 
illegitimacy, violent crime in 
school, and disregard for the 
authority of parents, teachers, 
and elders. If you don’t think 
so, just walk into any crowded 
high school campus talking 
about Jesus and you will have 
a-fish-out-of-water moment.

William Holmes McGuffey’s 
literature revealed who we 
were as a nation. He, himself, 
once declared: “The Christian 
religion is the religion of our 
country. From it are derived 
our notions on the character 
of God, on the great moral 
Governor of the universe. 
On its doctrines are founded 
the peculiarities of our free 
institutions. From no source 
has the author drawn more 
conspicuously than from 
the sacred Scriptures. From 
all these extracts from the 
Bible I make no apology.”

Is it any wonder of the first 
108 universities founded in 
America, 106 were distinctly 
Christian, including the 

first, Harvard University, 
chartered in 1636. In the 
original Harvard Student 
Handbook, the first rule was 
students seeking entrance 
must know Latin and Greek 
so that they could study the 
Scriptures: “Let every student 
be plainly instructed and 
earnestly pressed to consider 
well, the main end of his 
life and studies is, to know 
God and Jesus Christ, which 
is eternal life, (John 17:3); 
and therefore to lay Jesus 
Christ as the only foundation 
of all sound knowledge and 
learning. And seeing the Lord 
only giveth wisdom let every 
one seriously set himself 
by prayer in secret to seek 
it of him (Proverbs 2:3).”

It seems to me we have simply 
forgotten where we record 
our citizenship. There is a 
cure for all of this inherent in 
our system of government. In 
this coming election season 
realize WE THE PEOPLE can 
still be the ones who make 
the difference with our hearts 
and our SACRED VOTES. n

Sadie Hawkins Day

By Helen Maguire

Here is a 
“holiday” 

that originated 
from a 
cartoon. It 
all began in 

Al Capp’s 
“Lil 
Abner” 

cartoon in 
November, 
1937. In 
the cartoon 

series, 
the mayor of Dogpatch, 
Hekzebiah Hawkins, was 
desperate to marry off his 35 
year old, spinster daughter 
Sadie, the “homeliest gal in 
all them hills.” So Hekzebiah 
created Sadie Hawkin’s Day.

On that day, a footrace was 
held in which all the town’s 
bachelors were given a head 

start. If Sadie caught her 
man, he had to marry her. 
The rest of the unmarried 
women of Dogpatch thought 
that was a great idea. The 
race became an annual 
event where the bachelors 
were pursued by the town’s 
spinsters, with matrimony 
being the consequence.

Soon, real life girl-asks-
boy dances sprang up 
across America and Sadie 
Hawkins Day became a 
national institution. And, 
after nearly 20 years of 
prominent bachelorhood, 
Li’l Abner finally married 
Daisy Mae in 1952, an event 
that shocked the country and 
made front page news.

When Capp created the event, 
it wasn’t his intention to have 
it occur annually on a specific 
date because it inhibited 
his freewheeling plotting. 
However, due to its enormous 
popularity and the numerous 
fan letters he received, Capp 
obligingly made it a tradition 
in the strip every November, 
lasting four decades. n
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I never feel ready for winter. 
We have firewood put into 

the shed, hay stacked in the 
barn, and boxes of potatoes, 
apples, winter squash, and 
garlic stored for the winter.

When I look over these 
provisions, I marvel at what 
our forefathers must have 
had to do to survive. Can 
you imagine what it took for 
them to have enough food to 
make it through the winter? 
This was serious business. If 
you fell short, your children 
went hungry—maybe 
even starved to death.

We take for granted this 
abundance of food. The poor 
eat better today than kings 

In Thankfulness of the Year’s Harvest

By Delia Lopez 

in our great-grandparents’ 
time. Walk into any store 
and consider the variety, 
quantity and quality available 
to us. It is astounding.

This year’s garden is 
continuing production. I 
have a large cloche, so most 
of my garden lasts through 
several frosts. I can continue 
picking fresh tomatoes and 
cucumbers well into fall.

This year, my taste favorites 
for tomatoes were Gilberti 
and Peron sprayless. The 
Diva cucumber wowed me 
with its vigor and production. 
Because of its abundance, 
I had to come up with a 
tomato cucumber salad.

I blew it on my lettuce 
planting. I got busy and 
forgot for a couple of weeks. 
So what was there went 
bitter and became chicken 
food. The Blue Kuri winter 
squash has turned out to be 
exceptionally productive and 
flavorful. We just tasted the 

sweet potato winter squash in 
a spiced casserole side dish.

The Rosa Bianca eggplant is 
my new favorite. The fruit is 
nice sized, pale with a purple 
blush and prolific! I found 
a Curcuma longa, Turmeric 
plant. It is a very pretty flower, 
fragrant, edible and a medicinal 
herb all in one! I came up 
with a new recipe for baked 
eggplant and a Penang sauce. 
I can’t wait to make it with 
my home grown Turmeric.

It looks like I will get more 
than 50 lemons off my tree. 
I am waiting for my one 
avocado to soften slightly on 
the tree. I should get a larger 
crop this year. I bought another 
avocado tree, a Mexicola 
Grande. It is supposed to 
be a naturally small Haas.

We round out this year’s 
acquisitions with a few more 
saffron crocus bulbs. I am 
quite fond of yellow rice.

The fall planting of snow peas 
has turned out to be a raving 

success! I just started 
picking fall planted 
snow peas. This is a 
first for me, one that I 
plan to replicate every 
year, if possible.

My purple beans 
and zucchini are still 
producing. They seem 
to have slowed down 
a bit, but I think that 
may be a good thing.

Corn this year was a bit small 
and I only harvested about 
75 ears out of both plantings. 
I have found a new variety 
of corn to try as well, Azure 
Husbandry Double Standard.

I look forward to planting 
season already! I found two 
more varieties of tomatoes 
for next year’s trials, Purple 
Cherokee and Black Krim.

That is what makes 
gardening so much fun! n

The Best Medicine.

In the late 1980’s I decided 
to change veterinarians. 

The veterinarian I was 
using refused to do a simple 
procedure that would mean 
I could breed a lovely 
well-bred show dog.

His viewpoint was that 
umbilical hernias were always 
genetic. I felt that such a 
hernia could be congenital 
and that it could occur in the 

By Connie Warnock 

Choosing a Veterinarian/Clinic
birthing process. Often the 
result stress on the umbilical 
cord, a stretched opening is 
created along with a bump 
on the puppy. If the hernia 
is a pinpoint opening, it can 
go without fixing until the 
pup is spayed or neutered. 
My adult female dog had a 
larger hernia—the size of 
a quarter—that needed to 
be closed before breeding. 
Her breeder had ignored it. I 
could not. So I decided get a 
second opinion from a highly 
recommended veterinarian.

My new veterinarian agreed 
that it would be best to close 
it surgically before breeding. 
Over the years I have grown 
to respect the compassion 
and knowledge that sets my 
veterinarian apart. Raising and 
showing dogs is, when done 
right, not for the faint of heart.

I cannot imagine pursuing this 
avocation without the backup 
of my veterinarian. He has 
advised me in questions of 
diet, and general care, with 
up to date diagnostics at his 
disposal. We have developed a 
mutual respect for each other, 
and I consider us a team.

He is entirely up to date on 
all things relating to my dogs, 
even though I am only one of 
many clients. He has earned 
every ounce of my trust.

He values my input about my 
dogs as I am much more than a 
casual observer. In turn, I have 
learned an inestimable amount 
because he does not talk 
down to me. He teaches me, 
assuming that I want to know.

None the less crucial is the 
clinic staff. In more than 20 

years as a client, the staff 
turnover has been quite low. 
The technicians and front 
desk girls are my friends. I 
can count on being “squeezed 
in” for an emergency. They 
are smart and ready with 
information if I need it. 
In short, they compose a 
valued support group.

This wonderful hospital is 
AAHA (American Animal 
Hospital Association) 
accredited, one of 

approximately 3,000 veterinary 
hospitals in the United States 
and Canada that are AAHA 
accredited. The AAHA 
Standards of Accreditation are 
used as benchmarks to measure 
excellence in veterinary 
medicine. AAHA clinics 
provide diagnostic services 
that can quickly and accurately 
diagnose your pet. The onsite 
pharmacy enables immediate 
treatment. In short, you do 
not pay more as an AAHA 

client, but 
you insure 
the best care 
available for 
your pet.

In this 
economy, it 
is important 
to be 
established 
with a clinic 
so if your 
pet needs an 
expensive 
treatment 

or surgery, you can feel free 
to discuss payment options 
and/or treatment options.

My personal experience with 
AAHA clinics is considerable. 
Several years ago, my husband 
and I traveled across country in 
our motorhome with a litter of 
six-week-old Shih Tzu puppies 
and their mom. They were 
newly on solid food and had 
had their first vaccinations.

When we reached Kansas, 
one of the puppies began to 

have trouble keeping down 
solid food. I phoned my clinic 
asking for a list of AAHA 
hospitals in the towns we 
were visiting. I put the puppy 
on esbilac (canned milk 
replacement for puppies). In 
Georgetown I took her to an 
AAHA clinic. The veterinarian 
was kind and supportive 
but the diagnosis was dire. 
Food was pooling in her 
esophagus causing a condition 
known as megasophagus.

In Annapolis we consulted with 
an AAHA veterinarian who 
had previously successfully 
performed the procedure for 
this problem. By now, the 
puppy - once the largest in 
the litter - was the smallest.

After examining my puppy, the 
vet gently explained to me that 
this was a congenital defect 
and that the kindest thing to 
do was to euthanize my puppy. 
This problem, when presented 
in a puppy, was not a surgical 
consideration—only when 
affecting large breeds and older 
dogs. It was a heart wrenching 
decision, but I had no option.

I am comforted knowing 
that the decision I had made 
was right. I won’t ever 
forget the kindness of the 
staff and that veterinarian.

All AAHA accredited 
clinics proudly display 
the certification. For more 
information check out the web 
site: www.aahanet.org. n

We take for granted this abundance of 

food. The poor eat better today, than 

kings in our great-grandparents’ time. 

Walk into any store and consider the 

variety, quantity and quality available 

to us. It is astounding.

Dr. Randall Haveman and Dr. Sandra Sherman with 
Nova, an Australian Shepherd
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By Victoria Larson, N.D. 

Life, Liberty, And The Pursuit Of Health

During the summer, 
while lunching with my 

son-in-law in a restaurant, 
I noticed the diners across 
from us bowed their heads. 
I reminisced on how rare an 
open show of faith is in our 
society. A few years ago I 
took a lovely young woman 
to breakfast and found her 

open display of faith to be 
heartening. I myself do not 
always pray before meals in 
restaurants, but always do 
so at my seminars, natural 
medicine events, and at home 
where my faith is strengthened. 
After all, my training was 
at a private school that 
believes in the mind, heart, 
body, spirit connection.

As it turns out, at that 
table near us, the diners 
were bowing their heads 
to check their cellphones. 
Not connecting with each 
other, nor with a higher 
power, but bowing to the 
“almighty” electronic device.

There is no question this is 
what we have become in 
the United States. Slaves to 
electronics. Don’t get me 
wrong, I love that I can still 
have “porch talk” with my 
cousin though we live a state 
apart. Or see the artwork of a 
famous friend in Colorado. Or 
let my daughter know the latest 
amusing things her sons have 
said. But the young people of 
our nations would rather lose 
an arm or a leg, literally, than 
be without their cellphones.

We love our “machines” 
but have we lost some 
perspective in the transition? 
As we reflect this month on 
our lives, our liberties, and 
our right to pursue health 
(without which there is no 
happiness) have we lost sight 
of some of the meaning of 
life? The goal is not to have 
the most electro-magnetic 
signals going into your body.

You will not die without 
a Blackberry, a cellphone, 
an iPod, or even a TV. Yet 
everyone reading this column 

knows what all those words 
mean. Some people may, 
however, not know what 
a parsnip is, where turnips 
come from, or that potatoes 
grow underground. Maybe 
you don’t need to eat those 
foods specifically, but 
you would 
for sure die 
without 
food.

I’m not 
knocking 
electronic 
devices 
for they’ve brought us many 
wonderful connections. 
But you can’t eat them; 
and they won’t really bring 
you any closer to God.

If you can afford a new 
fill-in-the-blank electronic 
device, you can afford organic 
food. A study of several 
families was recently done in 
Seattle. The study matched the 
families by residence location, 
number of family members, 
and similar purchases. The 
“test” was to see if there was 
any difference in purchasing 
from a regular grocery store 

or from the health oriented, 
organic store. Later blood 
testing for pesticide residue 
was done on both groups. 
The children of the families 
buying the non-organic foods 
had pesticide levels that were 

a whopping 90% higher 
than the families making 
their food purchases 
from the organic store.

So what’s more 
important? The newest 
electronic gadget? Or 

your health? You have 
life, you have liberty. You 

have the right to pursue what 
is most important to you. You 
have the freedom to make 
your own choices. We are 
profoundly blessed in the 
United States to have good, 
healthy food available to us.

We may have to seek out other 
sources, make other choices, 
or even eat less of some items, 
but we have those choices. 
Let’s remember to be grateful 
for our abundance, and for our 
choices. I hope you make the 
right choices. And may every 
day be a day of thanks-giving.

Blessings to you all. n

We love our “machines” but have we lost 
some perspective in the transition? As we 
reflect this month on our lives, our liberties, 
and our right to pursue health (without 
which there is no happiness) have we lost 
sight of some of the meaning of life?

The Architects…
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to Evans had been granted. 
The firm is not commenting 
publicly on the case.

Opposition to the seemingly 
exorbitant CRC plan is not 
limited to Oregon’s side 
of the river. In Vancouver, 
where polls consistently 
show most voters have 
no interest in the light rail 
line or the URD, citizen 
organizer David Madore 
galvanized public awareness 
with two “Bridging the Gap” 
presentations in June and 
October. Madore hired Acuity 
Group forensic accountant 
Tiffany Couch to submit 
public information requests 
to WSDOT and analyze the 
documents upon release.

As reported in the community 
website, couv.com, her findings 
present the most troubling 
evidence against the fiduciary 
management of the project to 
date. Couch has uncovered 
irregularities running the 
gamut from millions paid 
out with no vendor name 
attached to millions paid with 

no documenting code. Couch 
claims to have found a total of 
$108 million taxpayer dollars 
existing in a fiscal void.

In one document, a page from 
the labyrinthine contract trail, 
Couch found a 2008 change 
order upping the original 
2005 maximum amount 
payable to Evans from $45 
million to $95 million. But 
the bucks don’t stop there. In 
yet another upcharge a similar 
2011 document shows that 
WSDOT approved another $10 
million for Evans' services.

In other findings, Couch 
unearthed a 4% Evans 
surcharge on billable hours, 
a surcharge not authorized 
in the original contract 
language which increased 
the charges by $1.4 million.

Grassroots activists, poring 
over donor lists for supporters 
of the Clackamas County 
Board of Commissioners’ 
Measure 3-388—which if 
passed would trump citizen-
inspired Measure 3-386 
to allow a vote on county 
URD’s—found that Evans 
donated $500. Following 

even this monetary pittance 
is revealing. Evans is also 
the prime contractor and 
only bidder on Milwaukie 
Light Rail and the unpopular 
URD attached to that.

Americans for Prosperity 
Clackamas, voted the most 
active and effective state AFP 
chapter in 2010, has helped 
to orchestrate successful 
efforts to kill the Sellwood 
Bridge Fee and disrupt a 
“sustainable” comprehensive 
plan in the City of Damascus. 
The grassroots group has now 
turned its attention outside 
the county, and taken on 
its biggest challenge yet.

Edwards, a long-time free-
market policy analyst for the 
Cascade Policy Institute before 
accepting the state directorship 
for AFP, left no doubt about her 
official position on this issue.

“Despite continued objection 
from the public, government 
officials continue to push 
the project forward without 
accountability. {The CRC} 
seems to be Oregon’s version 
of ‘the bridge to nowhere.’” n

“The CRC is the epitome of big government waste with no 

accountability. It has an ever-increasing price tag for a project 

that fails to address the reality of transportation congestion in 

the Metro area today and into the future.” Karla Kay Edwards
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Preventing, Identifying and 
Treating Sexual Abuse

The next three articles 
that I will write for 

the Northwest Connection 
will deal with the issue 
of sexual abuse.

I will talk about a variety 
of aspects, including how 
often it occurs in the general 
population, how to prevent it, 
defining sexual abuse from 
a legal perspective, how to 
recognize the symptoms, what 
the Bible says about sexual 
abuse, and ultimately how to 
treat it once it has occurred.

I have been doing Christian 
therapy for the past 24 years. 
I know that I will never not 
feel emotional pain when 
someone tells me their story of 
sexual abuse. For the victims 
that I work with, the picture 
that they paint is very vivid. 
I feel as if I am a witness 
to the abuse and that there 
is nothing that I can do to 
prevent it from taking place.

It is most important that 
parents are knowledgeable 
and are comfortable talking 
with their children about 
how to prevent the abuse.

The most recent statistics 
indicate that one in four girls 
and one in six boys will have 
some type of inappropriate 
sexual contact by the time 
they reach 18. In 75–80% 
of the cases, the perpetrator 
will be someone that the 
child knows very well.

Most parents do a really good 
job at helping their children 
to stay away from strangers. 
It still does not occur to most 
parents that the perpetrator 
could be a relative or a close 

By Rita Stratton, LCSW, 
Northwest Counseling Services

Damascus Petitioners Seek…
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It is rare that a sex offender will only have one 
victim. Some studies indicate that a career 
sex offender who is never apprehended could 
have upwards of 40 victims

By Paul Harvey 

Faith Encouragements

family friend. Ninety-seven 
percent of sex offenders 
are males. They come from 
all walks of life, races, and 
socioeconomic groups.

It is rare that a sex offender 
will only have one victim. 
Some studies indicate that 
a career sex offender who 
is never apprehended could 
have upwards of 40 victims. 
Some say that for every case 
that is reported there are 20 or 
so cases that go unreported.

What does the Bible say 
about sexual abuse? Sexual 
abuse has been going on 
almost since the beginning of 
time. Genesis 19: 1-11 is the 
first passage about sexually 
inappropriate behavior. The 
entire chapter of Leviticus 
18 is about unlawful sexual 
relations and the consequences 
that the people who chose 
to engage in these behaviors 

would have to endure. In 
Matthew 18: 6, Jesus “If 
anyone causes one of these 
little ones—those who believe 
in me—to stumble, it would 
be better for them to have a 
large millstone hung around 
their neck and to be drowned 
in the depths of the sea.” This 
same passage can be found in 
Luke 17:2, and Mark 9:42.

There is a lot of 
misinformation about sexual 
abuse, such as: thinking that 
the perpetrator is most often 
a stranger; that children 
make up stories about sexual 
abuse; that offenders are 
mentally deranged, retarded 
or homosexual; that children 
are rarely affected by non-
violent sexual abuse; that the 
child somehow encourages 
or wants the abuse to happen; 
and that sexual abuse is always 
violent. These are all untrue.

One of the ways that a 
perpetrator gets a child to be 
silent about the abuse and not 
object is based on the fact that 
the child trusts this person. 
Children are never responsible 
for the abuse. Most of the time 
there is no violence involved 
as the perpetrator uses subtle 
forms of power such as threats, 
bribes and exploitation.

What actually defines sexual 
abuse? First of all there is 
incest, which is described 
as any sexual contact such 
as exposure, fondling, oral-
genital contact, vaginal or anal 
intercourse when the offender 
is related by blood, adoption, 
or marriage.(National Study 
of the Incidence and Severity 
of Child Abuse and Neglect, 
U.S. Children’s Bureau, DHHS 
publication no. (OHDS) 
81-30325. 23.). Sexual 
molestation is the same type 
of behavior when the offender 
is not related to the victim.

Whenever someone becomes 
the victim of sexual abuse, it 
is important that that person 
gets help as soon as possible 
after the abuse takes place. 
Unfortunately, for most 
people it is years before they 
get the help that they need.

In my work as a therapist, I 
have seen an increase in the 
numbers of children who are 
brought to therapy after it is 
learned that they have been a 

victim of sexual abuse. This 
means that they will be able 
to confront these issues, work 
through them, and not take the 
effects of abuse into adulthood.

However, I also work with 
persons who did not have 
an opportunity as a child to 
work through these issues. 
These people suffer from the 
long-term effects of sexual 
abuse. Examples are low 
self-esteem, sexual dysfunction 
such as sexual promiscuity, 
frigidity and lack of sexual 
enjoyment, interpersonal 
problems such as difficulty 
trusting others and marital 
difficulties, physical problems 
for which there is no physical 
basis, depression, anxiety, 
suicidal thinking, a tendency 
to get involved in abusive 
relationships, prostitution, 
and chemical dependency.

In parts two and three, I 
will discuss treatment for 
victims of sexual abuse, 
behavioral characteristics 
that may indicate that your 
child is or has been a victim 
of sexual abuse, what to do 
if you suspect that your child 
has been a victim of sexual 
abuse, and how to prevent 
your children from becoming 
a victim of sexual abuse. n

If I Were the Devil…

I would gain control of the most 
powerful nation in the world.

I would delude their minds into thinking 
that they had come from man’s effort, 
instead of God’s blessings.

I would promote an attitude of loving things and 
using people, instead of the other way around.

I would dupe entire states into relying 
on gambling for their state revenue.

I would convince people that character is 
not an issue when it comes to leadership.

I would make it legal to take the 
life of unborn babies.

I would make it socially acceptable 
to take one’s own life, and invent 
machines to make it convenient.

I would cheapen human life as much as 
possible so that the life of animals are 
valued more than human beings.

I would take God out of the schools, where even 
the mention of His name was grounds for a lawsuit.

I would come up with drugs that sedate the 
mind and target the young, and I would 
get sports heroes to advertise them.

I would get control of the media, so that 
every night I could pollute the mind of 
every family member for my agenda.

I would attack the family, the 
backbone of any nation.

I would make divorce acceptable and 
easy, even fashionable. If the family 
crumbles, so does the nation.

I would compel people to express their 
most depraved fantasies on canvas and 
movie screens, and I would call it art.

I would convince the world that people are 
born homosexuals, and that their lifestyles 
should be accepted and marveled.

I would convince the people that right 
and wrong are determined by a few who 
call themselves authorities and refer to 
their agenda as politically correct.

I would persuade people that the church is irrelevant 
and out of date, and the Bible is for the naïve.

I would dull the minds of Christians, and make 
them believe that prayer is not important, and 
that faithfulness and obedience are optional.

I guess I would leave things pretty 
much the way they are.

comprehensive plan that 
had only been passed by 
Damascus City Council at 
the end of last year after 
years of work by the city.

Given the favorable response 
so far in signature gathering, 
petitioners are confident of 
success. The city has not yet 
filed a countermeasure. n
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Grateful For Sabbath

Sabbath is a gift from God 
to His creation. It not 

only provides the opportunity 
for more enjoyment in our 
life process, but it also is 
essential for a longer 
and healthier life 
experience. Jesus 
shared His perspective 
on the purpose of 
Sabbath when He said 
in Mark 2:27: “The 
Sabbath was made 
to benefit people, 
and not people to 
benefit the Sabbath.”

The meaning of 
Sabbath is “cessation 
of exertion, to cease 
striving and to rest.” It 
gives an opportunity 
for rest from labor, review 
of accomplishment and 
enjoyment of life experiences. 
It also facilitates the process 
for making appropriate 
adjustments in our routine. 
When God rested after six 
days of creation, it was not 
because He was tired. He 
took time to review His work 
and enjoy it . He did not need 
to make any adjustments, 
because His work is perfect.

Sabbath is God’s plan for 
humans as well as plants and 
animals. The cycle of day 
and night reminds us of the 
need to cease our activity and 

By Pastor Bill Ehmann, 
Wood Village Baptist Church
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“…praying at the same 
time for us as well, that 
God will open up to us a 
door for the word, so that 
we may speak forth the 
mystery of Christ…that I 
may make it clear in the 
way I ought to speak.”
—Col. 4:3, 4

rest. The seasons of nature 
allow the earth to rest and also 
encourage humans to take time 
to review the benefit of their 
labor and enjoy what they 
have produced, while making 
any appropriate adjustments 
for better use of time and 
resources in the future.

Sabbath is not always lack of 
activity. It can be a change of 
pace from routine. Recreation 
can be a Sabbath experience. 
For the person who sits at a 
desk for hours using mental 

and emotional energy, the 
opportunity to split wood or 
dig a trench might be a Sabbath 
experience. But the person 
whose livelihood consists of 
hard physical labor would 
probably consider a nap in a 
hammock a genuine Sabbath.

In the Genesis account 
of creation, there are key 
words each day that suggest 
Sabbath. “There was evening 
and there was morning” is a 
part of each day, and then on 
day seven, God “rested from 
all His work.” The rotation 
of daylight and darkness 
promotes a natural and 

consistent Sabbath experience. 
Humans were made to work 
in the daytime and rest at 
night. The Creator planned for 
us to cease activity during a 
part of each of our 24 hours.

The principle of Sabbath is 
easily lost in our culture. 
Through technology, we are 
able to overcome darkness 
and be active 24/7, making it 
possible to ignore the natural 
reminder for Sabbath. Along 
with this, the idea of Sabbath 
is seldom viewed as a gift 
from God. Rather, it is seen as 
some limitation to be observed 
or maybe avoided altogether. 

When have 
we heard a 
discussion 
that labeled 
Sabbath as a 
gift from our 
Creator instead 
of a legalistic 
requirement 
to follow and 
thereby gain 
His approval?

No wonder 
humans are 
stressed and 

worn out from the drive to 
achieve, while often lacking 
a sense of fulfillment. When 
a mom or dad is focused on 
meeting all the demands of 
life and guiding their children 
to success, they can easily 
neglect the importance of 
just enjoying life as a family. 
They may need to plan time 
for review to ask: How are we 
really doing as a family? Are 
we enjoying life or just busy 
with activities? Do we need to 
make some adjustments in our 
daily routine and long-range 
goals? Do we have Sabbath 
in our life? Are we following 
the counsel of Psalm 46 to 

“cease striving and know that 
God is God?” It is like a coach 
calling a “time out” to make 
sure all members of the team 
have the correct perspective.

Life challenges that are viewed 
as obligations are often more 
difficult to complete than 
those that provide a sense 
of privilege and enjoyment. 
Perhaps the idea of Sabbath 
has gained the reputation 
of something we have to do 
rather than a gift to be enjoyed. 
This was true of the religious 
leaders who challenged Jesus 
over Sabbath activities. They 
had lost the purpose of Sabbath 
and were only concerned with 
keeping it as a ritual exercise. 
Jesus wanted them to enjoy it.

Sabbath was not designed to 
take good things away from 
us, but rather to facilitate 
the best things for us. It is 
a necessary part of our life 
experience, and if we include 
it, we will be more productive, 
enjoy the process more and 
eliminate the potential for 
regret. The Thanksgiving 
Season provides a good time 
to evaluate our schedule 
and possibly make some 
adjustments as we learn to be 
grateful for the gift of Sabbath.

pastor@woodvillagebaptist.org 

By Pastor Roger Bothwell 

One of my richest blessings 
in life is that I have 

always been surrounded by 
very smart people. One of 
my aspirations has always 
been to be the least informed 
person in the room thus giving 
me the opportunity to learn 
something new and wonderful 
from each person around me. 
To be hungry to know is a great 
blessing. I have friends who 
are wonderful artists and some 

God’s Unlimited Creation
who are scientists and some 
who are theologians and some 
who understand psychology. 
It is a treat to be with them. 
There is so much to gain.

My father was a teacher 
and he would read to me. 
Perhaps that is what made me 
hungry to absorb all I could. 
We had a set of World Book 
Encyclopedia and I would take 
A or D or K, it didn’t matter 
which one, and turn each page 
looking at the pictures and 
wishing I could know all those 
things. You could imagine 
my excitement the day I first 
read Colossians 2:3. “In him 
are stored all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge.”

To know God, to spend time 

with Him, is the secret to an 
ever-expanding understanding 
of life and the mysteries of 
being. He knows all that is 
known and because He is a 
creator He continues to think 
new thoughts and create new 
knowledge. Spending eternity 
with Him means we get to 
share not only His old ideas 
but also His new ideas.

Someone once tried to 
convince me that God knows 
all that can ever be known or 
thought and I could not accept 
that. It would mean He would 
be bored. But He can never 
be bored because forever He 
will be thinking of new ways 
to bless us and shower us with 
His mercies. See Ephesians 2. n
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Business Briefs

These days, you can 
purchase just about 

anything you want on the 
Internet. However, you can 
still benefit from a human, 
face-to-face experience for 
some purchases—such as 
your investments. And that’s 
why you may want to work 
with a financial professional.

Unlike a computer interface, 
a financial professional 
will take the time to truly 
know your situation today—
and then help you make 
adjustments tomorrow.

Let’s first look at two key 
areas a financial professional 
will consider today:

Your Risk Tolerance By 
asking the right questions, 
a financial professional can 
help you determine if you’re 
a moderate, conservative 
or aggressive investor and 
then recommend those 

When Investing, “Face to Face” 
Beats Fingers on a Keyboard
Submitted By 
Lynne Page, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

investments that are suitable 
for your risk tolerance.

Your Time Horizon If you’re 
saving for a down payment 
on a new home you expect 
to purchase within two or 
three years, you may want 
an investment that offers 
significant preservation of 
principal. But if you’re saving 
for retirement, and you’re three 
decades away from it, you’ll 
likely need investments that 
offer the potential for growth. 
Your financial advisor can help 
you choose the mix of short 
and long-term investments that 
can help you make progress 
toward all your goals.

Now, let’s look at the types 
of milestones that a financial 
professional can help you 
with as your life progresses:

New Child When you bring 
a new child into your life, you 
also add new responsibilities. 
Do you have sufficient life 
insurance? Do you plan on 
helping the child pay for 

college? If so, what college 
funding vehicles should 
you consider? A financial 
professional can help you 
answer these questions.

Marital Status Whether 
you’re getting married for 
the first time, or you’re 
remarrying, you’ll have to 
reconcile your financial picture 
with that of your new spouse. 
A financial professional can 
review both your situations 
and possibly recommend 
ways for you to reduce debt, 
eliminate redundancies 
in your investment 
portfolios, and consolidate 
insurance coverage.

Career Change When you 
change jobs, you may have 
to make many investment-
related decisions: Should you 
move the assets from your 
old employer’s 401(k) to 
an IRA? Or should you roll 
over your old 401(k) to your 
new employer’s plan, if a 
rollover is allowed? Knowing 

your options when you leave 
your job can help you make 
the right choice for your 
retirement savings. A qualified 
financial professional can help 
you review and understand 
your rollover options.

Retirement Once you retire, 
you’ll have several issues 
to consider: How much can 
you withdraw from your 
investments each year? From 
which accounts? Should you 
rebalance your portfolio to 
provide more potential sources 
of income? What about the 
transfer of your wealth? A 
financial professional who is 
familiar with your situation 
can help you make the right 
moves to enjoy the retirement 
lifestyle you’ve envisioned.

So, when you really want to 
invest, leave the “virtual” 
world behind and connect 
with a financial professional—
someone who has gained 
insight into your individual 
needs and who has the 
experience and expertise to 
help you build, maintain and 
adjust a portfolio that can help 
you move toward your goals. n 
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day that God was front and 
center in giving them liberty—
that their rights were granted 
to them by God, not man.

Benjamin Franklin summed 
this up very well: “Freedom 
is not a gift bestowed upon 
us by other men, but a right 
that belongs to us by the 
laws of God and nature.” 
It is important to note that 
“nature” was another way of 
referring to God’s creation. 
The founders of the founders 
paved the way for the 
war of independence, the 
Constitution and our liberties.

Last month we touched on 
the sons of Liberty. Some 
of the prominent members 
included, John Adams, Samuel 
Adams, Benedict Arnold, 
John Hancock, Patrick Henry, 
James Otis, Paul Revere, 
and Benjamin Rush.

As we approach the end 
of the 1760’s when events 
forced Britain and the 
colonies into war, there are 
still some events and people 
worth learning about before 
concluding the series.

A group of patriot-preachers 
of Colonial America called 
the “Black Regiment” (due 
to the fact that so many of 
them had a propensity to 
wear long, black robes in the 

pulpit) never drilled together, 
but they were responsible for 
providing the conviction and 
wisdom needed to win the war 
against corruption and a unjust 
government. Their Sunday 
sermons inspired, educated, 
and motivated the colonists 
to resist the tyranny of the 
British Crown, and to fight for 
freedom and independence.

Reverend Samuel Davies was 
one such preacher who spoke 
strongly and eloquently. He 
spoke to the issue of cowardice 
in one sermon as it related 
to corrupt officials and its 
consequences. Davies believed 
it to be his duty to expose 
any evil or corruption which 
violated God’s righteous law.

In one sermon, Davies said, 
“Ye that complain of the 
burden of our public taxes; ye 
that love ease and shrink from 
the dangers of war; ye that 

wish to see peace restored once 
more; ye that would be happy 
beyond the grave and live 
forever attend to my proposal. 
It is this: A Thorough National 
Reformation.” Powerful words 
that indeed threatened the 
king and his authority. Davies 
powerful oratory inspired men 
like Patrick Henry who made 
the famous speech “Give me 
Liberty or Give me Death!”

Davies not only preached 
to the colonialists, but also 
to King George II, himself. 
During a period Davies spent 
in England, he was invited to 
preach in the royal chapel. The 
king declared his inspiration 
at the solemn manner and true 
eloquence of the preacher.

Magistrates or kings were 
considered ministers of God. If 
these ministers of God strayed 
into evil, they could no longer 
expect respect or obedience 
from the people. Minutemen 
leaders were, more often than 
not, elders and deacons in the 
local churches. Paul Revere 
was a deacon in his church. 
General George Washington 
required his troops to attend 
services and beseech the 
Almighty for his favor.

When Washington personally 
asked the Reverend Peter 
Muhlenberg to assemble and 
lead a Virginia Regiment, 
Muhlenberg gave the famous 
sermon which started with, “To 

everything a season....” (Eccl 
3). After reading the eighth 
verse, “a time for war, and a 
time for peace,” he declared, 
“And this is the time of war,” 
he removed his clerical robe to 
reveal his Colonel’s uniform. 
Outside the front door of the 
church, the drums began to 
roll; men kissed their wives 
and enlisted. Within a half 
hour, 162 men enrolled; 300 
men were led out the next day 
from the county and became 
the core of the 8th Virginia.

Muhlenberg had a brother, 
Frederick Augustus 
Muhlenberg, also a minister, 
who did not believe in the 
fight for independence. 
However he had a change 
of heart when the British 
burned down his church.

It was very common for the 
British to burn churches and 
even kill the church leaders 
in the hope of squashing the 
independent colonial spirit. The 
British knew that the churches 
were central to the rebellion.

At the battle of Lexington-
Concord, when the British 
demanded the colonialists 
cease and surrender, the 
reply was that, “We have 
no king but Jesus.”

Patrick Henry’s famous speech 
which all should read is worth 
quoting, “I shall speak forth 
my sentiments freely and 
without reserve. It is natural to 

man to indulge in the illusions 
of hope. We are apt to shut our 
eyes against a painful truth, 
and listen to the song of that 
siren till she transforms us 
into beasts…. The battle, sir, 
is not to the strong alone, it is 
to the vigilant, the active, the 
brave…. Is life so dear, or so 
sweet, as to be purchased at the 
price of chains and slavery? 
Forbid it, Almighty God! I 
know not what course others 
may take; but as for me, give 
me liberty or give me death!”

These were men of great 
strength and leadership. Their 
courage and wisdom derived 
from leaders in the churches. 
Over 95% of the approximately 
200 founders were Christian 
and attended church regularly.

Yes, there are some men and 
women who can stand tall; 
cut from the same cloth as 
our founders. We need more. 
But more than leaders, we 
need to ask ourselves what 
we can do to restore our 
republic before it is too late. 
We must treat our vote as a 
sacred pledge, respectfully 
and wisely, knowing that 
millions depend on us today 
to sacrifice for liberty.

Next month, we will conclude 
this series, tie this all together, 
and apply the wisdom of the 
Founders to today’s headlines 
and difficult issues we face. n

Reverend Samuel Davies
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Places to Go & People to See

Classifieds

Quality, Affordable, Safe flight instruction at 
Gorge Winds Aviation Troutdale Airport.

Call Steven Cochrane 503-703-6766 
or email at cochrane77@aol.com

Make 2011 the year to finally do it!

Stop Dreaming and Start Flying

House Cleaner or Caregiver

26 years experience. Good Christian ethics. 

Excellent References. I will cook, clean, drive, etc. 
503-668-0703

FOR SALE
Scotts self propelled electric 
start gas powered lawn 
mower W/3:1 mulch bag-side 
discharge. $100

Scotts fertilizer spreader. $20.
Call 503-252-1257




